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UJNL flies relief mission to Sudan 

NAIROBI (AP)'— The United Nation said Saturday it five mercy 

■ Sights to the besieged southern Sudan town of Jttbft despite rebel, threats 
to sboot down the aircraft. Some 200 tonnes of com, medicine and 
building materials have been delivered to Juba's 300,000 residents, said 
Paul Mitchell, a spokesman for the Some-based World Fbod Protamine. 
Relief Sights were halted July 18 when the Sudan People's Ubentioa 
Army (SPLA) rebels intensified abetting of the town, but were resumed 
Thursday from Entebbe. Uganda. Juba hasbeen unreachable by road and 


food stocks in Juba had ran out when the airlift resnmed, and malnutTitioa 
and diseases had increased among the residents. On Tuesday, the 
mterdeaomtnaxkMnl New Sudan Council of Churches UJ4. 

Secretary^jeneral Bontros Ghafi to seek the evacuation of drifians from 
Juba, &S0 kilometres south of Khartoum. 
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Arabs seek Gulf support on Jerusalem 

AMMAN (R) — Arab stales holding peace talks with Israel plan to 
contact Gulf states to enlist their help in a campaign to force Israel to halt 
Jewish settlement in East Jerusalem, a Palestinian official said on 
Saturday. Palestinian peace talks delegate Saeb Erekai said a meeting of 
Arab froai-line stales !a Damascus this week agreed ?o send officials from 
Syria and Egypt to the six Gulf Cooperation Council members. “We want 
to discuss with the GCC the issue of Jerusalem, settlements and the 
danger facing hs status in light of Israel’s plans to continue with die 
construction of 14,199 houses there,” Dr. Erekai said. “We want a unified 
Arab position on that." Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and Palestinian delegates from the occupied territor- 
ies attended the talks before the start of the sixth round of Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations in Washington next week. Syrian and Egyptian 
officials would pave the way for a similar tour of GCC capitals by a team 
representing all the parties to the Damascus talks, Dr. Erckat said. 
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, Mubarak phones 
King in hospital 

ROCHESTER (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein received 
Saturday evening a telephone call 
from Egyptian President Hosm 
Mubarak, who congratulated him 
on the success- of the- operation 

which His Majesty underwent last 

Thursday. Mr. Mubarak wished 
King Hussein continued good 
health and voiced hope that the 
King would return home folly 
recovered “to lead Ins people for 
further progress and prosperity.** 

Abu Jabertolead 
preparatory team 
to NAM summit 

k? 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
met Saturday under the chair- 
manship of Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and formed 
Jordan’s delegation to the prepa- 
ratory mimstaial meeting of the 
10th Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) summit. Jordan’s delega- 
tion to die meeting to open in 
Jakarta Aug. 28 will be headed by 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber and will include as members 
Jordan’s U.N. Ambassador 
Adnan Abu Odeh, Director of 
die International Organisations 
Department Khalil Othman, Jor- 
dan’s Ambassador in * Jakarta 
Lu’ai Khashman , Third Secretary 
~at the Jordanian embassy in 
-Jakarta Mohammad A1 Fayez 
and Bashir A! Zn*bi of the Fore- 
ign Ministry. The Cabinet ' also 

i, approved allocating JD 5,000 to 

* cancer patients in Iraq for treat- 
ment purposes upon a recom- 
mendation by the nunister of 
health. It also approved the parti- 
cipation of the minister of indus- 
try and trade in the meetings of 
the general assembly of the 
Jordanian-Syrian Free Zones 
Company. While in Damascus, 
the minister will also open the 
JordanhuL paviEon. nL Damascus 
International Fair arid will hold 
talks with Syrian officials on ways 
of enhancing commercial and 
economic relations. 

Iraqi denies 

* Briton’s sentence 
politically motivated 

LONDON (AP) — A Briton who 
was sentenced to seven years in 
an Iraqi prison was not jailed 
because of the growing tension in 
foe Gulf, Iraq’s ambassador to 
the United Nations said Satur- 
day. Paul Ride, 33, began a 
seven-year sentence Thursday af- 
ter befog found guilty of .^legally 
entering Iraq from Kuwait. Iraq’s 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, Abdul Amir A1 An ban, 
denied Ride’s sentence was politi- 
cally motivated: 

Kurds protest i 
Turkish 'massacres’ j 

f 

PARIS (AP) — Kurdish protes- 

y tore broke windows of the Tur- 
kish airlines office here Saturday 
and demonstrated in front of the 
Eiffel Tower to protest Turkish 
“massacres” of Kurds by govern- 
ment soldiers. A group called the! 
Young Patriotic Revolutionaries 
of Kurdistan was responsible for 1 
smashing windows at the airline; 
office, a telephone caller told thei 
Associated Press in Paris. The 
group wanted “to protest against 
the massacres commited at Sir- 
nak” in Turkish Kurdistan 
“where hundreds of civilian 
Kurds have been killed and hun-: 
dreds of houses destroyed andf 
burned since Aug. 18,” die caller 
said. 

Mystevy light 

* appears in Cyprus 

NICOSIA (AP)— People in west; 
Cyprus have been perplexed by a 
brilliant light passing through the 
midnig ht sky, which a historian; 
said Saturday has been observed) 
on the same date but not each ; 
year. Theories on the mystery in; 
the local news media after Tries-! 
day night’s phenomenon ranged- 
from an extraterrestial object, a> 
falling star, a nrissfle fired from' 
the adjacent British nrifitaiy base,; 
or space debris burning np oil' 
re-entering the atmosphere.! 
Historian Andros PavEdes said 1 
the mystery has recurred at 
irregular intervals for centuries, 
always on the same date and 

, tribe, midnight Aug. 18. Mr. Pav- 

V fetes said the first recorded refer- 
ence was by medieval Chronicler 
Leondios Macheras, who de-j 
scribed a great star faffing from 
the sky on Aug. 6, 1 


U.S. on defensive, says 
Iraq will not be divided 


ffispatefces 


WASHINGTON, reeling back 
from criticism from some of its 
allies in the Middle East over Its 
plans to set up a “no-fly zone” in 
southern Iraq, app e ar ed to go on 
the defensive Saturday saying it 
was not trying to s&ce np Iraq. 

“The last flung we want is to 
cut Iraq into pieces for other 
countries to pick up,” said onq 
official, quote! by agencies on 
condition he not be identified. 

“It is not a matter of dividing 
Iraq,’* another official was 
quoted as saying. “The Gulf war 
ceasefire resolutions stipulate. 
th*t Iraq cannot use force to' 
destroy its people...” 

The comments came after 
Syria, Iran and Trixkey voiced 
rejection of the “no-fly zone” 
plan, drawn up by the U.S., 
Britain and France. 

The State Department, mean- 
while, warned American 
travellers to avoid Jordan and 
cautioned them against travel in 
the Middle East, Sooth Asia and 
North Africa because of mount- 
ing tensions with Iraq. 

Hie Jordan wanting cited, “the 
increased risk of possible terrorist 
acts directed against the U.S. 
government or U.S. citiz en s in 
the area.” 

Administration officials said 
die United States, Britain and 


Jordan assails 
Western moves 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign Minis- 
ter Kamel Abu Jaber on Satnniay 
condemned moves by the Western 
Golf war attics to set up an air 
esefarion zone in southern Iraq. 
"Jordan rejects any attempts to 
infringe on the sovereignty of 
Iraq.” the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted Dr. Abu Jabenas 
saying. 

"Any move designed to harm 
the unity of the Iraqi people or 
infringe on Iraq’s territorial in- 
tegrity will shake the stability and 
security of die whole region, ex- 
posing its nations and their peoples 
to dangerous consequences,” be 
add. 

“The Iraqi people have paid a 
dear price for the Gulf ctins 
through suffering that has con- 
tinued since the o utbr eak of flic 
crisis. The time has come now for 
the world community to cast a 
humanitarian look at the whale 
question end put an end to the 
sufferings of the Iraqi people.” 


France are expected on Tuesday 
to begin enforcing the “no-fly 
zone” south of the 32nd Para Dd 
in Iraq in a bid said aimed at 
p re v e nting Iraqi warplanes from 
attacking Shfite Muslim dissi- 
dents. 


Iraq’s prime minister conde- 
mned the plans and said it were 
part of a plot to divide the coun- 
try, the Iraqi News Agency said. 

Prime Minister Mohammad 
Hamza A1 Zubaidi said the Iraqis 
would defend the country’s in- 
tegrity with all their power. 

“Iraq firmly rejects any crimin- 
al act schemed by the United 
States, Britain and France,” Mr. 
Zubaidi was quoted as saying at a 
special meeting of the cabinet. 

He said “the three colonialist 
countries, in coordination with 
the Iranian regime, are aiming at 
Iraq's national unity and want to 
bring back the English and Amer- 
ican colonialists’ domination on 
]*s wealth ” 

le Iraqi premier added that 
Iraqis shall stand united to foil 
the conspiracy, whatever the con- 
sequences might be,” said the 
agency. 

Iran said Saturday that the 
“genocide” of Shiite Muslim in 
southern Iraqi marshlands must 
be stopped but not at the cost of 
forcing the breakup of Iraq. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said the supreme National 
Security Council “underlined the 
need to stop die genocide,” but 
added: 

“The Islamic Republic insis ts 
that Iraq's territorial integrity and 

(Continued on page 5) 





King reassures Regent, Sharif 
Zeid on his post-surgery recover} 

Doctor says operation was permanent cure 


AMMAN (J.T.) — IBs Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday contacted- 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, file Regent, and 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker by telephone reassuring 
them about his health. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the King informed the 
Regent and the prime minister 
that be was recovering well from 
a surgery be underwent Thursday 
at the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 
Minnesota. 

In ttis telephone conversation, 
the King enquired about general 
affairs in the Kingdom and voiced 
his gratitude to the Jordanian 
people for enquiring about his 
health and wishing him speedy 
recovery , Petra said. 

Tbe speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parliament, 


Ahmad A1 Lawzi and Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat, respectively sent cables 
to King Hussein congratulating 
him on the success of the opera- 
tion and wishing him speedy re- 
covery. 

Earlier, the Royal Court said in 
a statement that surgeons re- 
moved King Hussein's left kidney 
and ureter after finding signs of 
“abnormal cells” in the tube that 
carries urine to the bladder. 

“There is no need for any 
further treatment or post- 
operative radiotherapy becanse 
the surgery, which was a total 
success, is considered a perma- 
nent cure ” the statement quoted 
the King’s personal physician as 
saying. 

The statement, the first issued 
by the court since Thursday’s 
surgery, did not elaborate wn 


what was abnormal about the 
celts. Radiotherapy is used exten- 
sively to fight cancer. 

The doctor said the King was in 
good health and recovering with 
no complications and would leave 
the Mayo Clinic in a week. 

"The results of the biopsy 
taken during the operation from 
His Majesty’s left ureter showed 
signs of abnormal cells,” the 
physician was quoted as saying 
from Rochester by the court. 

"Therefore, the decision was 
made, in the presence of the 
Jordanian medical team, to re- 
move the left ureter and the left 
kidney as a precautionary mea- 
sure,” he added. 

The abnormal cells were “iso- 
lated and restricted only to the 

(Continued on page 5) 



Airlift 
for Somalis 


up 

momentum 

NAIROBI (Agencies) — More 
U.S. military transport planes 
were mi their way to northern 
Kenya on Saturday laden with 
emergency food as a huge airlift 
for starving Somalis picked up 
steam. 

U.S. officials said two C-130 
Hercules aircraft and one caver- 
nous C-141 Staififter were head- 

Mombasa for the small northern 
town of Wajir, about 100 
kilometres from the Somali bor- 
der in parched scrubland. 

The drive to get food to Somali, 
refugees and drought-hit local 
Kenyans within Kenya is the first 
phase of a 145, 000-tonne U.S. 
airlift for Somalia, where millions 
of people are starving while rival 
armed gangs fight to loot relief 
supplies. 

Flights into Somalia are ex- 
pected to start next week after 
the U.S. team has weighed up 
■logistical and security needs in- 
side the war-ravaged Horn of 
Africa country. 

Aid workers have welcomed 
file operation, saying they need 
all the help they can get to stop 
hundreds of deaths every day. 

The United Nations is already 
flying food into the worst-hit 
areas of Somalia, and France 
began its own anhft last week. 


Lebanese elections 
begin today — minister 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba- 
non’s parliamentary ejection will 
go ahead on Sunday despite a 
threat by the c ountry' s rightist 
Christians to boycott it, a govern-, 
meat minister said on Saturday. 

Labour Minister Abdullah A1 
Amin, a member of the cabinet, 
said voting in the first general 
election since 1972 would start on 
schedule after the failure of last- 
minute Christian efforts to have 
the poll postponed. 

“The election will go ahead on 
schedule,” Mr. Amin said after 
marathon talks with President 
EEas Hrawi, a Maronite Christ- 
ian. 

A government source said 
there appeared no further chance 
of meeting Christian demands for 
a postponement. “Until now, the 
elections win take place tomor- 
row unless a last-minute mtrade 
takes place,” the source said. 

Christian areas of Lebanon 
were paralysed for the second day 
by a strike in protest at hokfing 
the elections mule Syrian troops 
still control Beirut and suixound- 
ing areas. 

The dispute over the timing of 
the election has aroused fears 
that Lebanon will plunge into 
renewed conflict just as it is re- 
covering from 15 years of dvO 
war. 

Voting is scheduled to start on 
Sunday in northern and eastern 
Lebanon but many of the 700,000 
Christians among fire two million 
voters are expected to join the 
boycott can. 


Police reported bomb attacks 
on p roperty of two Christian 
candidates^ the first acts of vio- 
lence since the Christian opposi- 
tion launched the general strike 
Friday. 

Christian politicians George 
Saadeh and Nassib Lahoud, 
members of a five-man mediation 
committee, announced in a joint 
statement that “all initiatives to 
bring about a postponement of 
die elections have reached a dead 
end.” 

Christian officials said Mr. 
Hrawi was sympathetic to the 
proposal to delay the election but 
set unacceptable conditions. 
Datnascns rejected it. they 
added. 

The first phase of the three- 
stage balloting was scheduled to 
start in the eastern Bekaa Valley 
and northern Lebanon at 7 a.m. 
(0400 GMT) Sunday. 

Minister without Portfolio 
Nabih Bern, a Shiite Muslim who 
is a staunch ally of Syria, said the 
opposition “has led the nation to 
an atmosphere of challenge.” 

Police said no casualties were 
reported in the explosions over- 
night that damaged the car of 
Candida re August Bakbos and 
offices of the Elka Cement Com- 
pany, owned by candidate Rashid 
Khazen. Both men are Maronite 
Catholics. 

Mr. Bakbos also is member of 
the five-man committee that was 
mediating between Maronite Pat- 
riarch NasraQah Sfeir arid Mr. 
Hrawi . 


Jordanian 
population 
3.88 million 
at end of ‘91 

By Mamdonh A1 Hawamdeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s population 
stood at 3,888,000, at the end of 
1991, the bulk of it in Amman 
Govemorate where 1,573 million 
people were estimated to be liv- 
ing, according to a recent study 
conducted by the Department of 
statistics. 

The study gave a further split- 
up in various governorates: Irbid 
950,000) Zarqa 601,000; Mafraq, 
156.000; Balqa 239,000; Karak 
163,000; Tafileh 62,000, and 
Maan 144,000. 

According to the study, the 
number of people living in the 
Greater Amman area stood at 
1,328,200. accounting for 34.2 
per cent of the total population in 
Jordan. In Amman proper the 
number was 965,000, accounting 
for 24.8 per cent. The population 
of Wadi Seer, which is dose to 
Amman and part of the greater 
area of file capital, the number 
was estimated at 88,000; Swefleh 
49,300; Madaba 50,300; Zarqa 
309,000; Irbid 216,000; Ruseifa 
115,000; Ramtha 40,000; Mafraq, 
37,000 and Aqaba 12.400. 

Children under 15 years of age 
constituted 43 per cent of the 
total population, down from 45 .5 
per cent found in a 1987 study 
and 50.7 percent in a 1979 stndy. 

The 1991 study also indicated 
that a decline in the fertility rate 
in the past decade meant a de- 
cline in the number of the under- 
15 group and a rise in other age 
groups. People above 60 years 
old of age rose by 4.1 per cent in 
1987 and by 4.4 per cent in 1991. 
According to the stndy, the 
tmder-59 group rose from 45 per 
cent in 1979 to 53 per cent in 
1991, indicating that the average 
fife expectancy is on the rise in 
fire Kingdom coupled by a de- 
cline in births. 


Palestinians tentatively expected 
to fly to Washington tomorrow 


By P.V.Vfvekanand 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — The Palestinian de- 
legation to peace talks with Israel 
is expected to arrive here Sunday 
and leave for Washington Mon- 
day if American and Russian 
diplomatic intervention manages 
to break a deadlock over what 
was described by Israelis as a 
travel procedure but by Palesti- 
nians as a basic issue concerning 
their dignity. 

A team of 28 Palestinian dele- 
gates, advisors and support staff 
turned back from the King Hus- 
sein Bridge Friday after the 
Israeli occupation authorities de- 
manded that five 1 of them sign a 
document requesting permission 


to return to the occupied territor- 
ies. 

While the requirement of the 
document is made applicable by 
the occupation authorities to all 
Pales tinians under 35 years, it 
was not applied to the Palestinian 
delegation and support staff ear- 
lier, according to delegates. 

However, the issue has gone 
beyond a procedural problem to a 
fundamental, in the Palestinian 
stand, delegate Saeb Erakat said 
in Amman. 

“We are no longer willing put 
up with h umili ation and indrgni-~ 
ty,” Dr. Erakat told the Jordan 
Times, dismissing repor ts that the 
Palestinians were willing to 
accept a “compromise.” 

Israel Radio reported earlier 


that Palestinian delegates were in 
intense consultation with U.S. 
and Russian diplomats to find a 
“compromise” with Israel to ar- 
rive in Washington in time for the 
peace talks Monday. 

“We should have a definite 
protocol or agreement that we 
would be treated with dignity and 
there would be an end to the 
h umiliati on that we suffer when 
we cross the bridge,” Dr. Erakat 
said. 

Dr. Erakat, who is among the 
Palestinian delegates who have 
been travelling outride the occu- 
pied territories in the run-up to 
Monday’s resumption of the bi- 
laterals in Washington, said Israel 

(Continued mi page 5) 


Hekmatyar agrees to 
conditional truce 


KABUL (Agencies) — A rebel 
Afghan Mujahedeen chief told 
mediators on Saturday he would 
agree to- a ceasefire with the 
Islamic government on condition 
his demands were met, and both 
rides said they would implement 
a truce to evacuate diplomats. 

Fundamentalist Gnlbjddin 
Hekmatyar said his Hezb-e- 
Tslami fighters would hold their 
fire on condition the Islamic gov- 
ernment sets a date to withdraw 
formerly communist Uzbek mili- 
tia now integrated with govern- 
ment troops, one mediator said. 

“Our meeting was very good, 
but Hekmatyar had some condi- 
tions which he will discuss with 
(President Burhanuddip) Rabba- 
ni and (Defence Minister Ahmad 
Shah) Masood,” a Mujahedeen 
source quoted delegate Engineer 
Mahmud as saying. 

Pakistan meanwhile sealed its 
border wifi) Afghanistan to stop 
the Sow of weapons, Mr. Hflc- 
matyar, who has been terrori s ing 
flie battle worn capita), a senior 


Afghan government official said. 

“In response to the concerns of 
the Afghan government Pakistan 
stopped the complete supply of 
everything to Afghanistan,” 
Afghan Deputy Foreign Minister 
Hamid Karzai said. 

Mr. Karzai welcomed Pakis- 
tan’s refusal to aid Mr. Hekmaty- 
ar, once Islamabad’s closest ally, 
but said it has hurt the flow of 
humanitarian aid to his shell- 
shocked homeland. 

“We asked them not to stop 
the supply of medicine and 
food,” tie told the Associated 
Press. 

The 15-man mediator mission 
made up of various Mujahedeen 
parties met Mr. Hekmatyar at a 
base outride Kabul to try to 
negotiate an end to his two-week 
bombardment of the city that has 
killed or injured more than 1,000 
people, and hit every hospital in 
the dty. 

Mission leader commander 
Haji Shomah Khan said new: . 
talks were needed . 


Jordanian 
delegation 
arrives in 
Washington 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian delegation to bilateral Arab- 
Israeli peace talks arrived in 
Washington Saturday morning. 

Dr. Abdul Sal am A1 Majafi, 
who beads the delegation, ex- 
pressed hope that the new Israeli 
■government led by Yitzhak Rabin 
would be ready to work for peace 
on the basis of international legi- 
timacy, “particularly fiat the 
Idaelis were not serious in the 
past in working out a just and 
comprehensive settlement in the 
region.” 

He said in reply to a question 
on the U.S. decision to grant 
Israel $10 billion in loan guaran- 
tees: “We are not glad if the 
guarantees were given without 
halting settlement activity ( in the 
occupied territories) and it is 

Hcult for us to understand 

(Continued on page 5) 


By-election results reflect diehard traditions 


By Mariam M. ShaHa 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The results of last' 
week’s By-elections in the' 
Fourth and Sixtfr districts of; 
Amman have changed tittle in, 
the Lower House of Parifa-j 
merit. Both winners came from 
the same tribal and political 
backgrounds as their predeces-, 
sors. However the political, 
evolution winch led to the sta- 
tes quo bong main tamed has: 
been in the nuking for the past 
two decades. 

The election results markedl 
the continuity of the same poh-i 
tkaf trends that have been i 
evolving ever since multi-party 
democracy was suspended in 
the late 50s, and the trend that 
the by-elections have set is 
likely to reassert itself in next 
year’s general elections. 
j In the Fourth District — i 
Qweismeh — Anwar AlHadid 
replaced his late cousin Nayefl 
A1 HadkL The winner of the 
Sixth District — Madaba — | 
-seat, Mohammad Khreibat A! 
Azaideh, succeeds his relative. 


the late Ahmad Oteisb A1 
Azaideh. Both ran on the same 
political slogans and affilia- 
tions that their predecessors 
had. 

• Their victories reflect a poli- 
tical conservatism first is likely 
to co n t inu e to dominate Jor- 
dan’s political scene for many 
years to come, political 
analysis and observers say. 

The rise of conservatism, the 
analysts say, is largely due to 
the decline of progressive poli- 
tical movements which In-, 
chided the left and the pan- 
Arab groups. But file trend 1 
towards conservatism can also 
be attributed to a return ft> : 

• tribalism and traditionalism as 
•a reaction to or perhaps as a 
force accompanying the rise of 
f fflamic-. fiwnamwitalkn) in fite; 
country. 

While fite weakening of file - 
left and pan- Arab movements 
.has been due to the fan-, 
ffanuntai chang es in Eastern* 
Europe and the former Soviet: 
Union and the devastating! 
effects of the Gtdf war against- 
pan-Arab Iraq, it has also been! 



An rirertnw rampalgn base of the Marita Brotherhood in Madaba 


file result of years of clandes- 
tine underground work. 

The left was among the most 
repressed groups in the King- 
dom before political reforms 
were introduced in 1989. Last' 


week's by-elections were prob- # 
‘ably the best case is point. 

; The only leftist candidate in 
the by-elections ran in the 
Madaba district where he came 
fast, winning 6,451 out of* 


21,138 votes cast. Ironically,", 
the candidate, Abdul Hafith 
Shakhanbeh, received most of 
his votes because of his Jtribal 

.. (Con tinu ed on page 5) 


Bush gets a boost but 
economy worries voters 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
President George Bush got a 
political boost as a result of the 
Republican national convention, 
but nearly half of those respond- 
ing to a new poll said the country 
was in a serious recession. • 

A Los Angeles Times poll 
found that Democrat Bill Clinton 
still leads Mr. Bush, 49 per cent 
to 41 per cent But that the 
margin is considerably less than 
the 23 per centage point lead the 
Arkansas governor had in a 
Tunes poll taken just before file 
start of fast week’s Republican 
convention. - 

Mr. Bosh also received his first 
favourable job rating in a Times 
'peril since November. — 53 per 
cent to 44 per cent, up nine 
percentage points from a week 
earlier. Voters* impression of Mr. 
Clinton remained favourable, 54 
per cent to 35 per cent 

Two-thirds of those inter- 
viewed said the United States was 

on die wrong track, and nearly 
half said tbe country is in a 
“serious” recession. 

The telephone poll of 1,186' 
iregistered voters, conducted^ 


Thursday and Friday, found that 
eight per cent of those inter- 
viewed were undecided about 
which presidential candidate to 
vote for, while two per cent 
volunteered that they favoured 
Ross Perot. The poll had a mar- 
gin of error of three percentage 

points. 

Other surveys taken as the 
republican convention wrapped 
np also found Mr. Bush climbing 
in the polls. 

A CBS News-New York Times 
telephone poll Thsnday night 
said 48 per cent of 500 eligible 
voters surveyed favo ur ed Mr. 
Clinton and Sen. AJ Gore while 
46 per cent backed Mr. Bush and 
Vice-President Dan Quayle. 

“We did gat a bump. We got 
rarity. We’ve got momentum,” 
Fred Maleic, one of Mr. Bush’s 
campaign managers said in an 
interview on NBC television. 

“We’re going, to go. out of here 
with a bead of steam. The presi- 
dent is going to be on file road- 
five-six days a week,” he said.* 

But Ron Brown,, the Demo- 
cratic Party chairman, said in the) 
'--*-4 (Continued on page 5) 
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U.N. chief gives Sahara 
plan another few weeks 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-Genera] Boutros Ghali 
fays he cannot reactivate a plan 
for solving the problem of West- 
ern Sahara unless Morocco and 
the Folisario From soon narrow 
their differences, according to a 
U.N. report obtained by Reuters. 

"Unless .. tangible results can 
be achieved over the next several 
weeks, I will be obliged to con- 
clude, however reluctantly, that 
my efforts to reactivate the settle- 
ment plan have come to naught 
and that the parties are not will- 
ing to cooperate as necessary fOT 
the settlement plant to be im- 
plemented in its present form," 
the secretary-general wrote. 

The report, due to be pub- 
lished shortly, does not say how 
he would proceed if this 
occurred. 

The U.N. plan, which began 
with a ceasefire m September 
.1991, originally called for a re- 
ferendum last January to decide 
whether Western Sahara should 
be integrated into Morocco, 
which controls most of the former 
Spanish colony, or become inde- 
pendent, as sought by Polisario. 

The plan has been blocked by 
disagreement over who should be 
allowed to vote and a U.N. field 
operation, called the U.N. mis- 
sion for the Referendum in West- 
ern Sahara (Minurso), has been 
only partially deployed. 

In his report, addressed to the 
Security Council, Dr. Ghali said 
he was encouraged by progress 
achieved by his special repre- 
sentative, former Pakistani Fore- 
ign Minister Sahabzada Yaqub 
Khan. But it remained to be seen 
whether the two sides were will- 
ing to adjust their positions far 
enough to allow concrete prog- 
ress towards a referendum. 


He intended to submit a furth- 
er report before the end of 
September focusing on tbe results 
of the next round of talks which 
his special representative would 
bold with the parties, beginning 
on Aug. 24. 

Giving details of the last round 
of separate meetings, which be- 
gan in mid-June, be said while 
differences over voting criteria 
were the main obstacle, the two 
sides agreed to a suggestion by 
Mr. Yaqub Khan to concentrate 
initially on safeguards to protect 
the political, economic, social 
and other rights of whichever side 
lost the referendum. 

The talks, intended as a confi- 
dence-building measure, “did 
achieve their principal purpose in 
the sense that both parties now 
stand ready to engage in a new 
round of talks with the special 
representative, this time devoted 
to the interpretation of the 
criteria for eligibility to vote.” 

The secretary-general added: 
“I am encouraged by tbe progress 
achieved until now in my special 
representative's talks with the 
parties. It remains to be seen, 
however, whether the parties are 
willing to go for enough in adjust- 
ing their positions so as to make it 
possible to advance in real and 
concrete terms towards the hold- 
ing of a referendum.” 

Dr. Ghali also said he had 
asked his special representative 
to explore the possibility of get- 
ting Morocco to postpone plan- 
ned municipal and legislative 
elections and a piebisidte on con- 
stitutional reform, in which the 
inhabitants of Western Sahara 
would be eligible to participate. 

Mr. Yaqub Khan was told dur- 
ing a visit to Rabat last month 


that Morocco was reluctant to 
consider a postponement. But it 
was willing to give a written 
commitment that the elections 
would be quite separate from the 
holding of a referendum under 
the U.N. plan and that. Morocco 
solemnly reaffirmed its commit- 
ment to abide by the results of the 
U.N. referendum. 

Tbe secretary-general said 
Polisario, in recent statements, 
had "reacted very negatively to 
the possibility of Moroccan elec- 
tions being extended to Western 
Sahara.” 

He added: "I continue to be of 
the opinion that it would have 
been preferable for Morocco to 
postpone its plans for elections 
and a plebiscite. In light of assur- 
ances given to me by H M King Hassan 
n. including his reaffirmation of 
Morocco's commitment to abide 
by the results of the referendum. 
I do not propose, however, to 
pursue this matter, in the ex- 
pectation that both parties will 
extend their full cooperation to 
my special representative in his 
cuiTent efforts aiming at breaking 
the deadlock in which the settle- 
ment plan has found itself since 
the beginning of this year." 

• 

Dr. Ghali reported a marked 
decline in ceasefire vioaltions in 
Western Sahara confirmed by 
Minurso observers, with only six 
in the June-August period, all 
attributed to the Moroccan side, 
compared with 102 in the three 
months March-May 1992. 

Polisario also lodged a number 
of complaints concerning over- 
flights by military aircraft and, in 
one instance, regarding unautho- 
rised firing. But Minurso was 
unable to confirm or refute any of 
them. 


EC Commission boosts aid for Somalis 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Commission said on Friday 
it was preparing to send more 
food and medical aid to Somalia's 
starving people after EC funds 
made available last week were 
committed to a red cross airlift 
and other relief efforts. 

The commission, the European 
Community (EC) executive, sad 
it would send 40,000 tonnes of 
food aid on top of 145,000 tonnes 
already provided this year to the 
devastated East African state. 

A non-food humanitavlin 
package for six million European 
currency units (ECUs) — $8.4 
million — was also being pre- 
pared, the commission said in a 
statement. 

"I think that by tbe end of next 
week we will have the six million 
approved,” one EC official 
added, noting the 12 community 
member states must endorse tbe 
new aid package. 

The commission said an urgent 
shipment of rice and palm oil was 
already underway through the 
International Committee for the 
Red Cross (ICRC) for rural 
populations most affected by 


famine. 

Tbe ICRC, the U.N. World 
Food Programme (WFP) and pri- 
vate relief groups working in 
Somalia would distribute the rest 
of the food aid, it said. 

Relief workers estimate 1.5 
million people face imminent 
death by starvation in the war- 
torn country where big interna- 
tional relief efforts are now 
underway after the long-brewing 
disaster finally grabbed the 
world’s attention. 

A 145,000-tonne U.S. food air- 
lift for Somalis began late Friday 
in neighbouring Kenya. EC mem- 
ber states and others have also 
boosted bilateral humanitarian 
aid. 

EC aid worth four million 
ECUs ($5.6 million), finalised by 
the commission last week, has 
been allocated to finance an 
ICRC food airlift and to provide 
medicines, medical equipment, 
high protein biscuits ana water 
for tbe capital Mogadishu. 

Diplomats said Britain, current 
holder of the EGs rotating pres- 
idency, was considering how to 
match the commission's huma- 


nitarian efforts on behalf of the 
community with joint EC politic- 
al action. 

They said London was seeking 
agreement among EC partners to 
send development ministers from 
Britain, Portugal and Denmark 
— representing the last, current 
and next presidents — on a fact 
finding mission to Somalia next 
month. 

Deliveries inside Somalia may 
be threatened 'by. .faction fighters 
who have seized up to half the 
food entering the country and 
demanded payment to guard the 
rest. 

Somalia has slipped into anar- 
chy since rival dans tinned on 
each other after deposing dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barrc in 1991. 

Five hundred U.N. troops from 
Pakistan are due to arrive in the 
Somali capital Mogadishu soon to 
protect the docks and airport, 
and more are likely to be sent. 

They will have the right to 
shoot in self-defence, but as in 
Bosnia’s civil war, questions are 
being raised on whether they 
should have a stronger mandate 
to ensure aid reaches the needy. 


Arabs, Israelis 
expect progress in 
peace talks 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Middle East peace talks get off to 
a fresh start next week with ex- 
pectations high that the emerg- 
ence of a new moderate govern- 
ment in Israel will pave the way 
for real progress for the first time. 

Officially, the four weeks of 
scheduled talks in Washington 
constitute the sixth round since 
the parties first met last October 
at the historic Madrid Middle 
East peace conference. 

But in fact they could mark the 
real beginning of meaningful 
negotiations. U.S., Israeli and 
Arab officials all expect a sharp 
break from the previous five 
rounds, which were marked by 
long-winded procedural battles, 
mud -slinging and no progress on 
the substantive issues at the heart 
of the decades-old Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

As a sign of their new 
approach, the Israeli and Jorda- 
nian delegations said they would 
no longer hold daily press confer- 
ence, which in the past were 
occasions for critkashig the other 
side. 

"We want it to be more serious 
and that means getting the talks 
out of the media and respecting 
the confidentiality of the nego- 
tiating room,” said one Israeli 
official. 

“We hope it’s a new birth," 
said one Arab diplomat. “I would 
be amazed and very disappointed 
if at the end of four weeks of 
negotiations there is still no prog- 
ress." 

Israel’s former government 
under hardliner Yitzhak Shamir, 
as he later admitted in an inter- 
view after bis June 23 election 
defeat, had pursued a strategy of 
dragging the negotiations out so 
that it could plant more and more 
Jewish settlers in the occupied 
West Bank .and Gaza Strip. 

The Israeli delegation this time 
comes with orders from new 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin to 
Strive for quick progress and is 
expected to table new proposals 
on Palestinian interim self-rule 
in the occupied territories early in 
the negotiations. 

The Israeli-Palestinian talks 
aim to establish "self-rule" for 
the Palestinians of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip for. an interim 
five-year period. .Talks .on the 
final '-status of the territories 
would only begin in the thirds 
year. 

Israeli sources said the main 
thrust of their new stance would 
be a proposal to hold Palestinian 
elections next spring for a self- 
government administrative 
council. 

Mr. Shamir’s delegation had 
rejected die idea of such election 
and proposed municipal elections 
instead. The sources said Mr. 
Rabin's delegation was also will- 
ing to discuss joint Israeli-Palesti- 
nian control over land and water 
in the territories while Mr. Sha- 
mir had insisted on keeping sole 
control in Israeli hands. 


The four separate sets of nego- 
tiations were (foe to resume Mon- 
day although there was a possbfl- 
ity of delay because of problems 
encountered on Friday by the 
Palestinian delegation in leaving 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 

The focus is dearly on the 

Israeli-Palestinian talks, though 

diplomats also expected a new 
approach from Israel in its discus- 
sions with Syria over die occupied 
Golan Heights. Tbe remaining 
negotiations between Israel and 
Lebanon and Jordan were ex- 
pected to take a back seat. 

Despite the optimism, there 
were still constraints and uncer- 
tainties, particularly regarding 
the role of the United States, the 
driving force which originally ca- 
joled and pressured the parties to 
the table. 

With President George Bush 
urgently wooing Jewish voters 
ahead of the November presiden- 
tial election, Arabs were deeply 
suspicious and concerned that 
Washington might no longer be 
willing or able to play the part of 
honest broker. 

They were outraged when Mr. 
Bush meekly granted Mr. Rabin 
$10 billion in loan guarantees 
earlier this month without secur- 
ing a complete halt to Israeli 
settlement. 

Mr. Rabin has curbed what be 
terms “political settlement" but is 
determined to continue what he 
regards as "security settlements,” 
particularly in and around Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

“We are not sure if this new 
rapprochement between Bush 
and Rabin is a real strategic shift 
or an election ploy,” said one 
Arab delegate to the negotia- 
tions. 

“But we were upset that Rabin 
was promised tbe loan guarantee 
money on much easier terms than 
those offered by Bush to Sha- 
mir,” he said. 

There is also the uncerta i nty of 
not knowing who win be in the 
White House after the Nov. 3 
election and the fact that Secret- 
ary of State James Baker, who 
won Arab trust after months of 
painstaking diplomacy in the re- 
gion, is now effectively removed 
from the arena. 

Egypt: Test of fiiftfr " 

Egypt sees the. round of -Arab- 
Israeli peace talks scheduled to 
start Monday as a test of tbe new 
Israeli government's good faith, 
Foreign Minister Arar Musa said 
Saturday. 

“This round will reveal how 
much real progress can be made 
in the peace process, especially 
after the fall of the Israeli govern- 
ment that was known for stall- 
ing,” Mr Musa said. 

Mr. Rabin’s order not to start 
new settlements in the occupied 
territories was met with welcome 
in Egypt. President Hosni 
Mubarak hosted Mr. Rabin last 
month in Cairo. 


Platforms as varied as candidates for Lebanon poll 


BEIRUT (R) — Feudal war- 
lords, businessmen, tribes- 
men and political novices tak- 
ing part in Lebanon's general 
election are offering plat- 
forms ranging from finding a 
core for AIDS to ridding 
South Lebanon of Israeli 
troops. 

About 500 candidates have 
signed up for the elections to 
the 128-seat parliament set to 
start on Sunday. 

Sons of leading families are 
heading the campaign, seek- 
ing to fill the seat*- tef? by 
their deceased fatfa 

Samir Wehbeh from South 
Lebanon promises to find a 
vaccine against AIDS and 
create a new world order. 

Dr. Nasser Babmad and 
lawyer Zuheir Babmad 
pledge not only to destroy 


every nuclear reactor in the 
world and make sewage pot- 
able, but also to force Israeli 
troops out of South 
Lebanon. 

Nasser Babmad says he 
will pay $250 for every vote 
but his relative is only offer- 
ing 250 Lebanese pounds 
($ 0 . 10 ). 

Khei redefine Tabbara has 
promised to resudtate the 
ailing pound and bring it up 
from 2,400 to 200 pounds to 
the dollar. 

**the r candidates simply 
.. to improve services 
wrecked by tbe civil war. 

"Can you believe such peo- 
ple are going to be repre- 
sentatives of the nation?,” 
said Jamil Audi, a Shiite 
Muslim. “Such samples are 
not a good omen ... after 16 


years of war how can we have 
such people of poor quality to 
represent us?" he added. 

The candidates all have 
one thing in common — their 
-unquestioning acceptance of 
Syria’s dominant role in 
Lebanon. 

Christian opposition 
groups have urged the 
700,000 Christians among 
Lebanon’s two million voters 
to boycott the polls. They 
want voting held only after 
Syria withdraws its troops 
from Beirut and areas 
surround- ing to eastern 
Lebanon next month. 

They fear holding elections 
now will ensure a pro- 
Damascus legislature with no 
real power to bring change. 

The election, the first since 
1972, will be held in northern 


and eastern Lebanon on Sun- 
day, in Beirut and Mount 
Lebanon on Aug. 30 and in 
South Lebanon on Sept. 6. 

With hours to go, the elec- 
tion bazaar was at its peak. 
Colourful posters of smOing 
candidates have replaced the 
grim pictures of the dead that 
lined Beirut streets in the 
civil war. 

Space on walls, electricity 
poles and bridges is at a 
premium. Candidates have 
staged nighttime raids to plas- 
ter their pictures over their 
rivals’ or simply tear down 
other posters. 

Deputies seeking reelec- 
tion have visited their villages 
after years of neglect, 
asphalted roads, thrown par- 
ties and repeated tbe same 


old promises. 

Many candidates scan 
newspaper obituaries and 
visit bereaved families, pre- 
senting condolences and re- 
minding them to vote. 

Vote-buying is routine and 
prices range between $150 
and $200 in areas where com- 
petition is high. 

“He who has money wtU 
make it and he who doesn’t 
will lose," said Deputy Ai 
Jaafar, standing in eastern 
Lebanon. 

“This is Lebanon ... unfor- 
tunately, nothing has 
changed and nothing will 
change. It is built on double 
Standards, petty personal in- 
terests and turning national 
elections into business,” said 
Najib Kboury, a government 
employee. 


Syria rejects Western plan 
for ‘no-fly zone’ in south Iraq 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 

- * ‘ L rits 


Western allies in the Gulf war to 
protect Shiite Muslims by stop- 
ping Iraqi- military planes frying 
over the marshes of southern 

Iraq. 

Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa said such a move would be 
considered by Arabs as “efforts 
aimed at partitioning Iraq and 
harming the unity of its people 
and lands.” 

Quoted by state-run television 
late Friday, be said Syria had 

understood the dangers posed by 
Iraq’s August 1990 invasion .of 
Kuwait but had always opposed 
any action which threatened the 
territorial integrity of its neigh- 
'bour. 

The United States, Britain and 
France, all permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Condi, are 
planning a move that they say aim 
at protecting tbe Shiites by thre- 
atening to shoot down any Iraq 
military aircraft that try to fly 
over the marshes. 

The three Western states, allies 
against Iraq in the war over 
Kuwait, said their air exclusion 
zone would help prevent human 
rights abases by Iraqi forces 
attacking Shiite rebels and out- 
laws who have taken refoge in die 
marshes. 

Syria strongly opposed Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait and took part 
in the U.S.-led multinational 
force which drove Iraqi troops 
from the emirate in February last 
year. 

Syria and Iraq, ruled by rival 
factions of tbe Baath Party, have 
been at odds for more than two 
decades. 

“Syria had affirmed on the 
bilateral and multilateral levels, 
especially with the conn tries bor- 
dnng Iraq, that it is committed to 
the unity and safeguarding of 


Iraq’s lands and people,** the 
Syrian foreign minister said. 

“Syria’s policy on tins has long 
been known, particularly since 
the Gulf war.” 

Mr. Sharaa said Damascus 
“believed that any step which 
might threaten the unity of the 
Iraqi lands would be unaccept- 
able and of grave concern for us 
in Syria.” 

The official Libyan news agen- 
cy said on Friday that Libyan- 
leader Mnammar Oadhafi had 
telephoned Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad and other Arab 
leaders including Egypt's Hosni 
Mubarak to discuss the Western 
“no-fly” zone. 

Iran, a dose ally of Syria,_is 
against any Western military in- 
tervention in the Gulf region and 
has voiced its opposition to the. 
Western allies’ plan and any 
attempt to break up Iraq. 

Iraq has appealed to the Arab 
World to stop the Western move, 
saying the plan was an attempt to 
tear the country apart. 

“Dangerous threats recently 
escalated against Iraq by senior 
U.S. officials aided by their 
French and British counter- 
parts," Mr. Sahaf said in a mes- 
sage to Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul Meguid. 

Mr. Sahaf said the threats were 
made “under false and fabricated 
pretexts — namely tbe oppres- 
sion of the Shiites in the south 
exposing them to genocide.’’ 

He recalled that the three 
countries had wanted of the im- 
minent use of force against Iraq. 

“This dangerous and aggres- 
sive attitude... is... preparation for 
a dangerous mOitaiy a ggr e ssi on 
against Iraq’s independence, in- 
tegrity and national unity," he 
said. “Iraq categorically rejects 
this... flagrant aggression." 

Iraqi Parliament Speaker Saadi 


Mehdi Saleh told the official Iraqi 
News Agency tbe plan "aims ax 
slicing off southern Iraq below- 
the 32nd Parallel exactly in the 
same way northern Iraq became 
a protectorate under American, 
British and Frew* bayonets.” 

“If the U.S.-Arab allies agree 
today to fragment Iraq what 
would prevent America and Bri- 
tain from dividing other Arab 
countries on die basis of ethnic, 
racial or sectarian differences?” 
he asked. 

Baghdad newspapers said Ira- 
qis would fight any attempt to 
divide the country. 

Tbe Iraqi News Agency said 
the papers described tbe West- 
erns plan as a Zionist plot to spfat . 
tbe Arab World into impotent 
cantons. 

The Al Jumhouria and Al Qad- 
dissiya dailies described the latest 
confrontation with the West as a 
“battle of fate." 

“We are determined that the 
sacrifice must be that of the faith- 
ful souls that aspire to die so that 
life is given to them,” Al 
Jumhouria said. 

“The American- British- French 
plot against Iraq is a part of the 
Zionist plans aiming at the divi- 
sion of Arab countries into con- 
flicting sectarian cantons inha- 
bited by hunger, impotence and 
ruins," it said. 

Al Qaddissiya, the Defence 
Ministry's daily, said U.S. Presi- 
dent Geoige Bush, British Prime 
Minister John Major and French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
hoped to use Iraq to deflect atten- 
tion from domestic problems and 
enhance their political fortunes. 

That would not work, the pap- 
er said because the Iraqis,' "with 
their dose union to their armed 
forces... intend to fight all plots 
of conspiracy...” 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yemeni speaker’s home 
attacked 

SAANA (R) — An rocket-propelled grenade hit 
the bedroom of Yemen’s parliamentary speaker in 
the latest attack against an official from formerly 
South Yemen, a security source in the capital 
Sanaa said on Friday. Yasseen Said No’man, a 
member of the Yemen fiodatist Party (YSP), and 
his family were out of the houSS 'at the time of the 
attack on Thursday evening foKMx»-one> was hurt, 
the source added: Police had arrested a number, of 
suspects who were being questioned, the source 
said. The. YSP ruled South Yemen until it merged 
with the North m May 1990. Parliament passed a 
new law a week ago modernising the educational 
system in Yemen. Muslim fundamentalists, mostly 
representing tribes from the former conservative 
North, accused President Ali Abdullah Saleh of 
not keeping a promise to oppose the law and of 
creating a “secular lobby”. Several members of 
the Aden-based YSP have recently been targets of 
similar attacks, mostly in the north of the country. 

Nathan plans Somali aid 
project 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli peace activist Abie 
Nathan said Friday he hoped to set up a camp for' 
Somali refugees in Kenya with money from Israeli 
and American Jews. “We are asking for donations 
from Israelis and American Jewish groups because 
we think Jews, because of our past, should always 
be the first to give in humanitarian crises," he told 
Reuters. He said the privately-funded camp would 
—ovide food and shelter for 40,000 refugees from 
unalia’s dvO war. Once built, it would be handed 
over to one of the humanitarian organisations. “I 
don’t want to compete with the Red Cross or tbe 
U.N.,” he said. Israel does not have diplomatic 
relations with Somalia. The 65-year-old Israeli 
peace campaigner was released from jafl earlier 
this year after serving a second term- for meeting 
members of the Palestine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in defiance of an Israeli law b anning 
cmitact with the group. Mr. Nathan, who runs the 
offshore radio station “Voice of Peace", went on a 
40nJay hunger strike in protest against the law in 

Turkey lifts curfew in Slrnak 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey has partially lifted a 
curfew placed on tbe southeastern town of Sirnak 
after fighting between rebel Kurds and security 
forces, state television said. The television 
residents were allowed to move freely a gain 
between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. and shops had begun to 
reopen. Security forces imposed the curfew early 


on Wednesday. Turkish radio said 362 people had 
been detained after a house-to-house search in 
Sirnak, a stronghold of the separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). It said 14 people, mclnding 
three soldiers, a policeman and fo ur civ ilians, had 
been killed since Tuesday, when PKK guerrillas 
attacked police and gendarmerie headquarters and 
government buddings with, rockets and mortar 
bombs. More than 4,400 people have been killed 
in tiie southeast since the PKK’s separatist cam- 
paign began eight years ago. . , 

Turkish team feaves for 
Armenia 

ISTANBUL (R) — Three senior Turkish diplo- 
mats left for Armenia on Saturday to discuss 
bilateral relations and the Azeri-Armenian fight- 
ing in Nagorno-Karabakh , Anatolian news agency 
reported. It said the delegation, headed by Deputy 
UndeiySecretaiy Bflgin Unan, would hold talks 
with Armenian President Levon Ter-Petrosyan on 
Sunday. Turkey, which backs Azerbaijan in the 
fighting over the enclave, has told Armenia good 
relations with Ankara will depend on a peaceful 
solution to the dispute. Turkey currently has no 
diplomatic relations with Armenia. Official 
sources say Turkey is worried at reports that 
; Armenia may activate an outdated nuclear power 
- plant with German help to alleviate serious elec- 
tricity shortages. Turkey is considering supplying 
Armenia with power to prevent any risk of a 
nuclear disaster on its borders, despite likely Azeri 
disapproval. 

Rushdie to write new book 

OSLO (R) — British author Salman Rushdie, 
seeking pressure on Iran to lift a 1989 death order 
against hun, said on Thursday be hoped to write a 
book about his fife in hiding. On a surprise visit to 
Norway Mr. Rushdie said in a late night interview 
on national NRK television that security experts 
believe the threat to his life was as great as ever. 
Yet while saying that he had suffered great 
personal difficulties and sadness, he added that 
“Pm not the first writer to be persecuted. If it gives 
mea chance to talk about hugely important values, 
it’s a privilege. When you face an issue of life or 
death, it makes you see what’s important. You cut 
away all the frippery of life. It clarifies you.” He 
also said he probably had more friends now than in 
1989. He said governments should show they cared 
for freedom of expression by increasing pressure 
on Iran to drop a 1989 death order issued against 
him by Iran’s late Ayatollah Rnhollah Kh<Seim. 
.jy° * e P t * journal in rough form about every- 
s baoDened and when I can tell the story 
to “writing about it,” he said. 
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Dr. Sttfadl Turnons 898903 

Dr. Abdul Oader Lai* ..... 696048 

Kras pharmacy 661912 

Fctdows phar ma cy 778336 

Al Axcma pharmacy ............. 637055 

NairouUi pharmacy 623672 

AlSafcun pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbraesaai pharmacy 637660 

ikbid: 

Dr. MazenAbo Baker 274699 

Al Sharaa* pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Farafa Aqrabawi 987725 

Khafifefa pharmacy 985417 


Food Comred Centre 6371 1! 

CM Defence Dep a rt ment 66IHI 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Resene — 630341 


Ovi] Defence! 
Rescue PoBoc 
Ffnel 
Blood] 
Highway Police 
Traffic PoBce. 


199 

11111,637777 
...891228 
775121 
...843402 


.896390 


Scanty Deputise* 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

.Water and Sewerage 

. CompUiau 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints.- 

Telephone Information 


.787111 

™ 121 
010230 


.623101 


{director assistance) 

Overseas CiDs 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 66jiw 

Jordan Television 773111 

Rwfio Jordan ..... 774111 

Water Authority .680100 

Jordan Beetriaty Authority ._ 815615 
Electric Power 

Company — 636381 

RJ Flight Information ... 08-53200 


Queen AfiafotL Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

Hussein Merged Centre — 813813/32 
Khafidi Maternity.!. Amn _ 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity. J.Anm — 642441/2 
JaW Amman Maternity-^... 642362 

MaBns.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani 664171/4 

SbrndamtiHopital 669131 

Umvcnity Hospital — — 845845 

Al-Muastun- Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AMbO 666127/37 

AI-Ahh.AbdaU 664164/6 

ItaEan, Ai-Mnitajreea 777101/3 

AI-Batinr,J. Adnaficfa 775111/26 ■ 

Army. Marta 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 60224050 

Anal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Urn! 

Al tfitaaa 

route 

Princess Banna Hospital 
Greet Cathode I~ 

OeAlNafecsl 
AQABA: 

Princess Hiya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA - 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

7S*S iafoauHoe a sappUcd by Royal 
Jonhaha (RJ) mformtioa depart- ' 
meat at fee Queen Ain Jn ttr fla/j o u* / 
-Ahport TeL 08)532004. where Jr 
sbadd a/waw bcvaiSed. 


Oth«r Flights (Terminal 2) 

12W* Muscat. Bahrain (G! 

WrfS . Moscow | 

1WS — Lanacal 

*39,. Griro | 

*35 .... Beirut I 


OHw Flights (Terminal 2) 

Berrot, Rome (Ai 

“22 - Doha, Bahrain (G1 

g? Moscow (SI 



Hospital (09)990990 


Royal Jordanian (Rl) Flight* 
(Tara Inal t) 

IMt ...... l atihh | 

.tibia — Lanni 

ltd! Muscat. Am 

te-Jt Dubai, Abu Da , 

lfcSI Da mascu s ( 

1*35 ..... Madrid. Mahal 

lftsS* Doha. Bahrain 

rtM ; Madrid) 

17^45 Cairo) 

lldl .... New York, Amsterdam) 

Mb38 Bnusefe.Para| 

IfcSJ London < 

1KZ5 .......... Ankara. Istanbul ( 

• — Athena 

2fc5f Vienna) 

2fcM — Rome) 

21^8 .......... Frankfort, Geneva I 


Sf ***£& Madrid (| 

52 r — Brand* (rj) 

«=« Madrid) 

ffg ..-.Damarewj 

jjs38 PndSrtj 

Jr— Turns, Qn^bianca | 

ran Aafcm L Istanbul 

.... Amsterdam. New York 

22 : Afecn,) 

n-M Cairo ( 

2 H Riyadh) 

Sw! — *■— Abu Dhabi, Dubai | 

22 NcwDcBd) 

ZMS 

Ha* T -wr-v. 

2MS. 


Apple (red) • . 

Banana 


~ 

Carrot 

CaoKQowcr ""* 

CnounberaJjmjS) 


Lemon 

M&ro*(hr£e)* 
Marrow ( retain 

Onion (dry).... 
Plums .... 

SwaMekw .! 
Tomato . 
Watermefoi”' 


in fits 


500/450 

550/500 

480/300 

-90/50 

250/200 

240/180 

120/80 

230/180 

90/30 

550/450 

600/500 

. — 150/100 

320/160 

130/90 

150/100 

600/500 

600/300 

...... 220/160 

...... 150/100 

. — 1807120 
— « 18V 120 

60/30 

6V20 
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Jordanians condemn allies’ move 
against Iraq as‘ dangerous crime’ 


I Jordan resumes talks with London Club; 


AMMAN (Petra) — The current 
drive by Weston nations to cre- 
ate an air exclusion zone in south- . 
era Iraq came understrong. critic- ■ 
ism. by prominent Jordanian 
politicians, lawyeres and parlia- 
ment members 'who describedthe . 
move as “a dangerous encroach- 

meat on Iraq’s sovereign tyT” 

“Such move carries wife it evil 
intentions which axe bound to 
spill over to other Arab states. It 
constitutes a flagrant violation of 
Iraq's national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity.” they said. 

They demanded that the whole 
Arab Nation confront what they 
described as “crime" perpetrated 
by the United States, France and. 
Britain, m conceit with world 
Zionism. They said the mOve' is 
designed to fragment the Arab- 
World into mini-states. 

Member of Parliament and for- 
mer prime minister Taher A1 
Masri said the Western powers, 
are trying to find pretexts to 
justify a dangerous act which is 
bound to have serious consequ- 
ences on the whole region. 

“The British government was 
the first to adopt the idea of an air 
exclusion zone over Iraq. This 
came as no surprise to us because 
h was Britain which has paved the 
ground for the creation of the 
Jewish state in the heart of the 
Arab World," said Mr. Masri. 

He said that dividing the Arab 
World into mini-states and can- 
tons has always been sought by 
Britain with the aim of fragment- 
ing the nation. 

Mr. Masri voiced his strong 
condemnation of the Arab coun- 
tries which are silent about this 
conspiracy, expressing fear that 


other Arab states would be sub- 
ject to simflar plots. 

’’Should this conspiracy be im- 
- demented, no ^Ar^><^ounsry 
would escape the gloss' of the 
WesTin tbe future," Mr. Masri 

. ; * Deputy IssaMdanat des c ribed 
Thtf'! Weaern powers’- act- a s'. -a 
.violation of Iraq’s: national 
sovereignty and a move that runs 
contrary to international legi- 
timacy and the charter of the 
United Nations of which Iraq is a 
member. 

Mr. Mdanat called on all, na- 
' tions to confront “the Western 
JJlegal and hostile moves." He 
said the world community would 
be giving the U ,S. and its NATO 
allies, the. green light to take 
similar measures ' against Arab 
and non-Arab countries whose 
policies do not conform to their 
desires if it condones the move 
against Iraq. 

Parliament Member Abdul 
Rahim Ekour said “the U.S. and 
its allies seem to be determined to 
impose on us the way of life they 
desire and if we do not conform 
to their wfll, they can destroy our 
economy and bring down our 
governments.” 

According to lawyer Suleiman 
HadBdi, any decision taken by the 
Western powers to ban Iraq from 
using its own air space to fly its 
own aircraft k considered an 
encroachment on Iraq's 
sovereignty and is tantamount to 
a new aggression on the Arab 
state. 

Mr. HadRti, a former president 
of the bar association, said that 
tiie Western move amounts to a 
new conspiracy aimed at parti- 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

GUVS president to review progress in 
building cancer centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — Executive President of the General Union of 
^ Voluntary Societies (GUVS) Abdullah A1 Khatib will bold a press- 

conference on Monday to outline the latest developments in the 
construction of A1 Amal National Cancer Centre. Dr. Khatib will 
also talk about preparations underway to launch week-long 
activities in support of the centre, which is being set up near the 
Jordan University Hospital in Amman. Dr. Khatib Friday 
appealed to Jordanian organisations and citizens to help finance 
the construction of the centre, urging all people to help contribute 
to this humanitarian effort, through their participation in the 
activities’ add through generaus*donations . The project, which is 
expected to cost JD 8 nuffieHf, is -undertaken by GUVS^and- 
contributions are -coming from organisations in Jordan and 
abroad. ■■■ ■- ^ ^ 

Ensour leaves for Turkey 

AMMAN (Petra) — Industry and Tirade Minister Abdullah 
„ Ensour leaves Sunday for Turkey to attend the inauguration 
r ceremony of Izfamir International Fair, due to open Wednesday. 
Dr. Ensour will open the Jordanian pavillion at the fair. 

JTE, Television Corporation discuss ^operation 

AMMAN (retra) — Cooperation between the Jordan Engineers 
, Association (JEA) and Jordan Radio and Television Corporation 
was the main issue under discussion at a meeting between the 
corporation Director Genera! Radhi Alkhas and JEA President 
Husm Abu Gbaida Saturday. Mr. Alkhas stressed the importance 
of tiie engineers’ role in spreading awareness among citizens of 
the need to rationalise consumption in their daily life. He said the 
Radio and Television Corporation is ready to cooperate with any 
establishment chat serves citizens, particularly in terms of 
providing them with the basic needs of daily life. Mr. Abu Ghaida- 
reviewed the JEA role in serving citizens and utilising its 
capabilities and expertise to achieve this goal. 

Development bank grants new loans 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cities and Villages Development Bank 
(CVDB) Board of Directors has approved extending loans to 
several local municipal councils in the Kingdom. The JD 
1.200,000 loans will be used in constructing new roads as well as 
carrying out services projects in rural areas. Sources at the bank 
said the bank has granted JD 7.5 million in loans to local 
municipal councils since the beginning of the year. 

House resumes debates on draft press 
law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament will Sunday 
resume discussion of the 1991 press and publications draft law in a 
session chaired by its Speaker Abdul Tatif Arabiyat. The session 
will start at 5 p.m. . and will be attended by cabinet members. 

Arab youth visit Mu’ta University 

KARAK (Petra) — Participants in a pan-Arab youth camp 
currently held at A1 Hussein Youth camp in Ajloun Saturday 
visited Karak govemorate where they met with the Mu’ta 
Univerity acting president. The acting president briefed the youth 
on the establishemeut, role and achievements ofthcumveirity as 
well as its future plans. He also briefed the visiting youth on 
standards followed in admitting students to the military and 
civilian branches of the university and its -academic and military 
training programmes. The youth then toured the university’s 
various facilities and visited the tombs of Prophet Mohammad’s ■ 
companions in the govemorate. A total of 170 youths from 15 
Arab states are participating in the camp, which was opened Aug. 
12 . * 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings arc compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and 'place with the concerned institutions. 

Exhibitions 

☆ Exhibition of watercolour paintings by Safaun KanaanatAl 
Bisharat House in Umm A1 Kundom village, now the Arabian 
Horse Club. 

* Art exhibition by Lebanese artist Barima Btouti at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

fr Art -«fc«w»inn by Grace Gbaonoum kfafeif at the Royal 
Cultural Centre 


turning Iraq into ethnic minor- 
ities. “This move is totally 
opposed by the Arab world,” he 
*akl... 

Lawyer Ibrahim Baler express- 
ed belief that the U.N. Security 
Council would not permit the 
U.S. and its allies to impose the 
air excfosioo zone in Iraq or give 
them a green light to partition the 
country. 

Mr. Bakr appealed to the 
Arabs to abort the new crime 
being committed by the three 
western powers against Iraq and 
paid tribute to the “heroic stead- 
fastness of the Iraqi people.” 

Dr. Ghassan A1 Junes, a pro- 
fessor of international law at the 
University of Jordan criticised 
Arab stales which “are overlook- 
ing the question of providing 
humanitarian assistance to vic- 
tims of wars and natural disasters 
as called for by U.N. General 
Assembly in 1989 and are instead 
helping the Americans achieve 
their objectives.” 

Dr. Jundi said that providing 
assistance and relief to the victims 
does not mean creating security 
zones. 

Jordan People's Democratic 
Party (JPDP) Saturday issued a 
statement condemning what it 
called “the American, French 
and British conspiracy against the 
Iraqi people.” 

Toe party called on the Arab 
people, the Arab League and the 
international community to “con- 
front this conspiracy which aims 
at partitioning not only Iraq but 
the whole Arab world in a way 
that would serve the interests of 
imperial powers." 


stage sit-in to 
protest draft 
press law 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
Jordanian journalists win stage a 
sit-in in front of FarKament Sun- 
day to protest article two of the 
draft press and publication law < 
which excludes journalists who 
are not members of the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) from the 
profession. 

About 30 Jordanian journal- 
ists, wbo do not belong to JPA, 
have voiced their rejection of 
article two as amended and , 
approved by the Lower House of ; 
Parliament 

At a meeting at the Jordan 
Times Saturday, the journalists 
said “confining the definition of 
journalists to members of the. 
JPA is a grave mistake.” 

“The law makes it obligatory . 
for journalists to join the associa- 
tion, or they would not be recog- 
nised as journalists. This is un- 
constitutional,” one journalist 
told the Jordan Times. 

The journalists said the JPA , 
law contains numerous obstacles 
that prevent members of the pro- 
fession from joining the associa- 
tion, charging that there is “a 
tendeny for ' monopolising and 
restricting membership to the 
association." 

The journalists decided to form 
a follow-up committee to lobby 
members of the Lower and Up- 
per Houses to reverse their de- 
finition of journalists. They also 
'decided to exert pressure on Par- 
liamentarians and other con- 
cerned officials to remove the 
many obstacles to the freedom of 
the press that the draft law in- 
cludes. 


agreement on debt payment expected 


By P-V.Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and the Lon- 
don Club of commercial creditors 
will open a new round of talks 
Monday in what could be a 
breakthrough tin rescheduling the 
Kingdom’s commercial debts af- 
ter three years of fruitless nego- 
tiations. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneb left for London Saturday 
beading the Jordanian delegation 
to the talks. The delegation in- 
dudes Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Governor Mohammad 
Saecd AI Nabulsi and Finance 
Ministry Counsellor Mohammad 
Mukbtar. 

A statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
quoted Mr. Jardaneh as saying 
the talks would aim at “preparing 
the ground for reducing the value 
of Jordan’s commercial debts 
estimated at $1.2 bflhon.” 

It was believed that die new 
round of talks with the London 
Oub was scheduled after a steer- 
ing committee representing the 
.auditors drew up a new proposal 
involving debt buy-back, debt 
conversion and rescheduling 
arrangements. An earlier London 
Club proposal was rejected by 
Jordan which considered the 
terms unacceptable. 

In comments carried in the 
local press Saturday. Dr. Nabulsi 
implied that Jordan had reached 
agreement with the London 
Club, but the CBJ governor did 
not provide any de tails . 

The London meeting will 


“focus on the various options 
offered and hopefully would lead 
to an agreement," said economist 
Fabed Fanek. 

Senior officials have said that 
the Kingdom is pursuing a multi- 
pronged approach to its foreign 
debts. In addition to reschedul- 
ing, it is seeking debt buy-backs 
at discounted rates, conversion of 
debts either into investments in 
Jordan or into non-convertible 
Jordanian dinars. 

Jordan has reached reschedul- 
ing agreement with the Paris Chib 
of governments on payments, 
principal and interest, in arrears 
as well dne by mid- 1993, but 
accord with the London Club of 
commercial' banks was elusive 
since mid-1989. 

The main problem in the nego- 
tiations with the London Club 
was unacceptable terms offered 
by the commercial creditors. The 
Gulf crisis blocked all negotia- 
tions during 1990 and 1991. 

Jordan's total foreign debts 
stand at around $7 billion, of 
which $1.2 billion is owed to 
commercial banks, and the rest 
distributed among foreign gov- 
ernments and Arab and interna- 
tional agencies. 

In his published comments 
Saturday, Dr. Nabulsi expressed 
hope that Jordan would be able 
to reach agreements with credi- 
tors not included in the London 
or Paris Clubs on rescheduling its 
debts on the same terms and 
conditions agreed with the two 
institutions or on debt buy-backs 
at discounted rates. 

Jordan has secured a highly 
favourable agreement with the 





Basel Jardaneh 

Paris Club; all arrears in principal 
and 50 per cent of the interest due 
until mid-1993 have been resche- 
duled for a period of up to 15 to 
20 years. 

The London Club, whose 
steering committee negotiating 
with Jordan is headed by the 
Standard Chartered Bank, is re- 
sisting long-term rescheduling, 
according to international ex- 
perts. 

“Instead, it would prefer to 
have a one-time settlement, 
which could indude discounted 
rates, conversions and invest- 
ments, depending upon the 
choice of individual members of 
the group,” said a diplomatic 
source. 

Agreements with the Paris and 
London dabs have to be followed 
up and formalised with bilateral 
agreements with the individual 
creditors. 

Dr. Nabulsi has expressed con- 


Mohammad Saeed AI Nabulsi 

fidence that Jordan would be able 
to secure agreements by 1994/95 
on all payments due to ttae Paris 
Qnb as well as rescheduling or 
other arrangements with other 
creditors, induding buy-backs 
and conversions. 

Another major creditor is the 
former Soviet Union, which is 
owed $750 million. Agreement in 
principle was reached three 
months ago on repaying the 
amount partly in cash and partly 
in Jordanian goods and services, 
but a formal agreement has not 
been signed. 

A delegation representing Ru> 
ria, which inherited the Soviet 
commercial legacy after the col- 
lapse of the union, was due to 
visit Jordan in July to sign a 
formal accord. The visit did not 
take place and officials as well as 
diplomatic sources say they do 
not know when the agreement 
could be formalised. 


ADC urges Vatican not to recognise Israel TCC makes special arrangement 
before ful fi l lm ent of Palestinian rights tielf) customers Dav due bills 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amer- Israel are normalised without occupied Arab territories indud- ^ UCljJ L/U-O LU1I1C/1 3 UU ^ Ulilo 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amer- Israel are normalised without 
ican Arab Anti-Discrimination proper elucidation, the ADC be- 
Committee (ADC) has voiced Heves that the Christian churches 
concern over the Vatican's moves and other international organ isa- 
to normalise relations with Israel tions would interpret the move as 
and urged His Holiness the Pope an open' Vatican sponsorhip of 
not to take such a move before the view inherent in the ancient 
implementation of U.N. resohi- biblical Israel, 
tions 242 and 338 and the folfill- He said that “it shook! be 
meant of the rights of Palestinian noted that all prophecies con- 


people. 


cerning biblical Israel were fulfil- 


In a message addressed to the led during the era of the ok! 
Pope in- Rome (ADC) Regional testament and we are now living 
.pirector Nidal Snkfrtian stid ‘We in the era ofthe new testament:” 
rightfully -feel obliged to 1 present . '“Unless your holiness made- it 
our concerns before yoor. kind expiidt.ancLpiiriic-that tfate state 
hearing and your Holiness pro- xjf Israel cannot exist at the ex- 
dent judgement. Upholding duti- pense of the other peoples of the 
fill discretion and permission region before and during the 
from your Holiness, we gratefully ceremonies and the protocols of 
beseach' your public response . normalisation, the world chur- 
with regard to tins issue and the dies would interpret the move in 
people who are affected by our terms of Israel’s claims,” the mes- 


dedsion." 

Mr. Sukhtian said that his oiga- 


sage added. 

He said “we are painfully con- 


irisation predicts that normalising cerned that your Holiness would 
relations between the Vatican normalise relations with Israel 
and Israel could “reflect to the without defined borders, those 
Western world that the present borders that were implied in 
Israel Jewish state is Biblical U.N. resolutions 242 and 338." 
brad which, according to ancient He urged the Pope to state 

biblical prophecies, would extend dearly that Jerusalem would not 
from the Euphrates to the Nile be recognised as the capital of 
with Jerusalem as its capital.” Israel and demanded that Israel 
He said that if relations with withdraw its forces from all the 



BEAUTIFUL SCENES FROM AMMAN: Anexhanfem 

KMHiwhfiniwiHy hflnghoU 

at A! Bisharat House fa Umm AI Kundom village, near the 
•Arabian Horse Chib. The paintings depict Kesutifid scenes from 
Amman and offer places (n Jordan. The artist, who is a graduate 
from Yarmonk University and b pursuing hb higher studies in 
Paris, says feat he does not have the Inspiration to paint whfle in 
Paris. “I can do this only when I am traveffing in Jordan. When I 
am in Paris, I »■** fob opportunity,** says Mr. Kansan. Hb 
exhibition at AI Bbfaarat House runs through Tuesday. 


occupied Arab territories includ- 
ing the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip and. Jerusalem. 

The message expressed ADCs 
deep concern that the Vatican's 
decision to normalise relations 
with Israel would be a denial of 
the Palestinian people’s rights to 
a defined and secure homeland. 

Mr. Sukhtian said that though 
ADC respects the Vatican's deci- 
sion to recognise political Israel, 
it was requesting that it consider 
Israel’s campaign to demolish 
churches and the continued de- 
crease of the Christian population 
in the occupied lands 

Meahwbfle, the ADC paid tri- 
bute to Roman Catholic Patriarch 
of Jerusalem Michel Sabbah for 
his statement published in Ad 
Dustour Arabic daily cm Aug. 21. 

In the statement the patnarch 
had noted that his Holiness John 
Paul II has expressed deep con- 
cern over and support for the 
rights of the Palestinian people. 

The patriarch said that it was 
regrettable that the Pope's views 
and offidal stands were not refer- 
red to by concerned Arab parties 
despite the fact that these views 
were conveyed to the ambassador 
of tbe Middle East countries in 
Rome. 


‘Exploring 

science’ 

» 

on the move 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Exploring 
Science exhibition, which has 
been held at the British Council 
in Amman for the past four 
weeks, is on tire move. 

On Monday, it will be officially 
opened at its new venue, the 
Fatmeh AI Zahra Comprehensive 
School for Girls in Irbid. 

Over the past four weeks in 
Amman, the exhibition has 
attracted over 10,000 visitors. 
Tbe response to it has been very 
enthusiastic, with many people 
coining back time and time again. 

“I think that it is fantastic. Fve 
never seen anything like it be- 
fore," one visitor wrote in the 
visitors book. . 

“Very interesting, educational 
and fan,” another visitor said. 

Tbe British Council and the 
Ministry of Education are very 
keen that people all over Jordan 
can have a chance to visit the 
exhibition, and for this reason 
they are taking it to other dties, a 
press release by the British Co un- 
til said. 

The exhibition will be open in 
Irbid from Aug. 24 - Sept. 2, and 
then in Karak at (AI Hussein 
Vocational School) from Sept. 
7-16. 


KARAK (J.T.) — Minister of . ' 

Posts and Communications Jamal 
AI Saraireh announced here 
Saturday that the majority of 
telephone customers whose services -|K 
were partially cut due to failure to 
pay their dues are now paying, 

but the Telecommunications Cor- ETT 

poration (TCC) is making 

arrangements for others to enable V tjvVSx 

them to pay dues in a manner that 
best suits 'their financial situation. 

Service was partially cut to Kgg^^*** 

18,000 subscribers in the capital 
earlier this month. The TCC nor- 
mally partially disconnects scr- 
vices to its customers who fail to Kk 

pay their bills before totally, art- MT\ 

ting their telephone lines. ** HL 

The minister said the process of JH& 

cutting subscribers' telephone HHB flB. 
lines for failure to pay dues will 
continue on a regular baas in Jamal Saraireh 
order to ensure mat the TCC 

retrieves the cost of its services to for new telephone lines will be 
the public. connected within 24 hours of 

*' paying the fees. New subscribers 

TCC this month announced a will be able to process their ap- 
new plan for improving its ser- plications at TCCs offices with- 


TCCs ambitions of expanding 
services to all regions requires the 
installation of new telephone ex- 
changes and new networks plus 
further technical facilities which, 
SgW, ' if made available, can boost tele- 
fPflRS phone services to all regions,” 
jPrT 6 Mr. Saraireh told a training 
K5|-' ’ course for ministry employees in 

•“ tjvVSx Karak: c* • 

In the week-long training 
course,Jhe participants will listen 
to lectures and receive practical 
work helping them to offer better 
services to the public. 

The 120 participants are all 
TCC and Post Office employees 
in the south of the country. 


Jamal Saraireh 


vices to the public. 

According to the plan, which 
takes effect on Sept 1, applicants 


out having to go to the head 
office in Amman, the plan said. 
“The achievement of the 


Indian minister arrives in Jordan for 
talks on bilateral ties, peace process 


AMMAN (J.T.) — India’s Fore- 
ign Minister Eduardo Valeiro is 
.due in Amman Sunday on a 
two-day official visit to Jordan 
during which he will hold talks 
with Foreign Minister Kamel 
Abu Jaber on Jordanian- Indian 
relations and developments in 
Asia and world affairs. 

According to Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, , the Indian minis- 
ter will also hold talks with other 
Jordanian officials on issues of 
common concern. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said that the talks will focus on 
the coming non-aligned summit 
meeting due to open in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, next month, and the 
prospect of India playing an 
effective role in helping to estab- 
lish peace in the Middle East 
region through diplomatic chan- 
nels. 

The Foreign Ministry said Mr. 
Valeiro and his accompanying 


delegation, wbo will arrive here 
from Damascus, are making the 
visit to enhance joint cooperation 
in easing regional tensions in tbe 
Middle East and in southern 
Asia. . 

The ministry official described 
Indian-Jordanian relations as 
“excellent and progressing in all 
fields,” particularly in economic 
and social spheres, and in prom- 
oting North-South dialogue. 

The official said that Jordan 
and India are linked through very 
strong economic relations. India 
is the main importer of Jordanian 
phosphates and fertilizers and it 
sells Jordan an assortment of 
foodstuffs and meat in addition to 
electrical appliances. 

He said feat the trade balance 
between tbe two countries is 
heavily in favour of Jordan. 

Jordan last year sold India $161 
million worth of goods and im- 
ported $80 million worth of Indi- 
an goods. 


According to TCC Director 
Ahmad Nawawi tbe corporation 
provides telephone services to 

275.000 subscribers, while its 
semi-automated network serves 

10.000 citizens. 

Mr. Nawawi recently said fear 
fee corporation needs to increase 
its network capacity by 280,000 
lines by 2010 to meet the pro- 
jected demand on telephone ser- 
vices. 


In addition, he said, Indian 
universities currently offer higher 
education to at least 5000 Jorda- 
nian students. 

Last April, Jordan and India 
concluded a round of talks on 
economic cooperation with an 
agreement to inaease trade. The 
bi-annual meeting of a Joint 
Jordanian-Indian Committee re- 
viewed bilateral cooperation and 
trade and agreed that both rides 
will increase fee imports of pro-, 
ducts from each other. 

On the eve of his visit to 
Jordan, tbe Indian minister said 
that his country is committed to 
support a Middle East peace pro- 
cess based on U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338. 

He told Tishrin newspaper in 
Damascus that India calls for tbe 
recognition of the Palestinian 
people's rights, including the 
right to self-determination and 
the end of Israel's occupation of 
Arab land. 


Seminar on livestock focuses on future strategies 


Jordan 

Times 

Tel. 

677171 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Agricul tore Saturday orga- 
nised a seminar at the Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel in Amman to 
assess the importance of em- 
ploying statistical information in 
promoting the livestock wealth of 
Jordan, and progress in a related 

project financed by Germany. 

Addressing the meeting. Dr. 
Fathi Kilani, director of Veterin- 
ary Department at the Ministry of 
Agriculture, said that thanks to 
assistance received from the Ger- 
man Ag ency fo r Technical Coop- 
eration (GTZ), Jordan is fee first 
country in fee Middle East and 
tiie developing nations to have 
adopted a statistical system in its 
efforts to promote livestock 


wealth. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Ghaleb Abu Arrabi told the 
meeting that statistics constitutes 
an important element in the pro- 
cess of scientific and technologic- 
al progress. Accurate figures and, 
information can contribute to-' 
wards genuine development of 
the agricultural sector in general 
and the boosting of the country's 
livestock wealth in particular. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
seeks to raise standards and im- 
prove the efficiency of its person- 
nel so as to promote agricultural 
production, he said. 

According to ministry sources, 
the GTZ has been providing tech- 
nical assistance, expertise and 
other fonns of help to the minis- 


try, particularly in detecting dis- 
eases among fee animals and in 
promoting tbe veterinary services 
in Jordan in general. 

In addition, GTZ has been 
dispatching Jordan's working for 
the Ministry of Agriculture to 
Germany to acquire further ex- 
pertise and training in a bid to 
help promote fee livestock wealth 
m the Kingdom, said tbe officials. 

The Department of Statistics 
took part in organising tbe meet- 
ing which was attended by a 
group of veterinarians and agri- 
cultural engineers. A ministry 
official said that discussions cen- 
tred on drawing up strategies and 
fee most effective means of utilis- 
ing available resources. 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd Al Fanek 


on the move 


NOW THAT the law on political parties has cleared 
Parliament and the next general elections are less than 
a year away, the people of Jordan have a new 
opportunity to cement their political freedoms on the 
basis of a multi-party democracy. In the 1989 par- 
liamentary elections, there were no political parties as 
such and Jordanians had very little choice, in the way 
of solid platforms, when voting for their representa- 
tives. The absence of organised and recognised politic- 
al parties was thus a major shortcoming that deprived 
the last polls of much meaning and validity. Now at 
long last the flaws of the 1989 elections have been 
effectively rectified even though the jnst adopted new 
legislation on the formation of political parties leaves 
much to be desired. This leads us to believe that the 
rest of the responsibility to make the impending 
summer elections in 1993 a success falls squarely on 
our electorate and naturally also on the founders of the 
various political parties. There is no more acceptable 
excuses for the democratic forces to rely on for any 
poor showing in future elections. The moderate 
factions that form the backbone of the political 
mainstream in the country have to prepare themselves 
for the next round of elections as of now ’ by pooling 
their resources and constituencies together in order for 
them to have an opportunity for playing the centrist 
role that is expected of them. Given the fact that the 
moderates in Jordan are the least organised, the 
responsibility to start the process of institutional 
organisation is something that needs to be taken very 
seriously. 

In the wake of the adoption of the new law it is 
expected that severaL, political parties will surface. 
Some are more advanced than others in the articula- 
tion and elucidation of their respective political plat- 
forms. By and large, the National Charter that was 
adopted in 1991 does not seem to figure very highly in 
the process of establishing political parties. It so 
happens that this national pact forms the basis for 
Jordanian democracy on which the centrist forces can 
galvanise their campaign efforts. It is therefore timely 
that the charter and its contents be revitalised for the 
purpose of winning wider public support for itk 
principles and ideals. Again aD. the forces in the 
country that champion multi-party democracy have 
the most to gain from putting the charter in the 
forefront of the process leading to the creation of 
political parties in the Kingdom. There is no time to 
lose and time is propitious for all political currents in 
the country to elucidate their platforms on an institu- 
tional basis so that the people would have a dear way 
on which to cast their ballots next time they visit their 
voting booths. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'I Arabic daily Saturday commented on the resumption of 
the Arab-Israeli peace talks in Washington and said that three 
factors are required to ensure success. First, there can be no 
question of imposing the Camp David formula on the Arabs who 
are determined to reject such solution that can achieve nothing 
for them, said the paper. Second, the Israeli leaders should prove 
in word and deed that they respect U.N. resolutions 242 and 338 
and are willing to implement them as the prime basis for the 
negotiations with the Arabs; and third, the Israelis should put an 
end to their repressive measures against the Palestinians in the 
occupied territories so as to create an opportune climate for the 
success of the peace talks, said the daily. The paper said that it 
would not be reasonable for the Arabs to see their kinsmen killed 
and tortured by the Israelis and for the Palestinian delegation to 
pursue efforts aimed at reaching peace with the Israelis as long as 
the atrocities continue in the occupied lands. It said that U.N. 
resolutions, which call for the exchange of land for peace, should 
be upheld by the Israeli leadership if it is really intent on reaching 
peace with the Arabs. The paper reiterated the collective stand 
vis-a-vis the negotiations on' the part of the Arab parties that met 
in Damascus, stressing that the Arabs are genuinly oriented 
towards peace and hope to see the other side committed to it To 
ensure real success for the new round of talks in Washington, said 
the paper, it is incumbent upon the United States, as the sponsor 
of the talks, to manifest renewed determination to bring the talks 
to a satisfactory conclusion. 

TAREQ MASARWEH, a columnist in Al Ral Arabic daily, 
strongly criticised the Western powers' attitude towards the plight 
of the people in Bosnia-Heizegovina who are now the victims of 
flagrant aggression flora Serbia. Had the aggression on this 
people been an Arab or a Muslim nation, Washington, London 
and Paris would have massed their forces and launched an 
aggression on it, under the pretext of protecting the victims of 
aggressicn, said the writer. He said that the Muslim nations, 
together with a group of Arab countries, were instrumental in 
preparing the atmosphere for and giving support to the U.S.-led 
aggression launched on Iraq for its occupation of Kuwait, but they 
are failing to do anything vis-a-vis the situation in Bosnia. These 
Islamic countries and Arab states continue to support U.S.-led 
campaigns for starving the Iraqi people and maintaining sanctions 
on Iraq; but they keep quiet about the Western nations' attitude 
towards the Serbs who are committing atrocities against Muslims, 
continued the writer. He said that it is a shame for Jordan, Iraq, 
Sudan, Libya, Algeria and Yemen to go along with the other 
Arab and Muslim nations in their failure to come to the aid of the 
victims of Serbian aggression while accepting the sanctions 
■imposed on Iraq- The writer urged the Jordanian foreign minister 
-to instruct Jordan's U.N. ambassador to expose this dangerous 
game at the United Nations Organisation. 


Investment policies of the social security 


The Social Security Corporation (SSC) is in control of huge 
financial resources and investments estimated to be in the 
neighbourhood of JD 500 million. Thus SSC has become, by far, 
the most important single instrument of investment in the 
country. The policies adopted by the corporation are therefore of 
utmost importance, not only for the hundreds of thousands of 
wage earners covered by its insurance umbrella, but also for the 
economy at large. 

What then is the investment philosophy that should be applied 
by the corporation, and what factors should be taken into account 
upon making decisions to invest its huge cash balance one way or 
another? 

In the first stage of rapid growth, starting with the establish- 
ment of the corporation, and until it readies the stage of maturity, 
i.e., the near balance between receipts and disbursements, the 
major motive is naturally the highest return, not the liquidity. The 
reason is that all payments that the corporation may have to make 
can be funded by part of its current receipts. There is no. need to 
liquidate investments or sell fixed assets in order to raise the 
needed cash with which to meet its obligations. Therefore, until 
the point of maturity is reached at one point in the future, the 
priority should be given to the best return possible, either in the 
form of current yield such as interest, profits, and rents, or the 
form of capital gain, i.e., an increase in value. In order to 
neutralise inflation, and protect the real value of its investments 
from gradual erosion, it is crucial for the corporation to remain 
solvent and be able to face growing future obligations, which will 
get higher and higher by the year, due to inflation and the 


accompanying increase in wages and salaries upon which the final 
entitlements of the retirees will be based. 

It is therefore imperative to pay special attention to real assets, 
such as hotels, industrial companies and real estate. It is also 
advisable to maintain part of the extra liquidity jn foreign 
exchange as one way of diversification of investment port-folio, 
even if this step needed certain amendments in the laws and 
regulations that govern the corporation's investment practices. 

Diversification of investments is a policy that cannot be 
overemphasised. Risks must be distributed among various sectors 
and categories of instruments in accordance with a flexible 
formula that the board of directors of SSC can set at various times 
as guidelines for the management. 

In order to avoid rigidity, the ratios of various categories of 
investments should be allowed to fluctuate between a minimum’ 
floor and a maximum ceiling. Management should always be 
allowed to move, within a set margin, in response to changing 
circumstances and to opportunities that become available once in 
a while. 

Although the investment policy of the Social Security Corpora- 
tion should follow scientific methods in a business-like fashion, 
with the objective of achieving the best possible return on the 
short and long terms, yet its very nature, as a public corporation 
dictates upon the board to accomodate the most urgent needs of 
the national economy as a whole. 

The corporation has a direct self interest in the growth of the 
national economy, tbe increase of production and exports, 
earning foreign exchange and similar economic considerations 


that are not normally of interest to a private outfit- Therefore, the 
corporation, without sacrificing the commercial considerations, 
must pay special attention to support policies and projects 
adopted by the government as an engine of growth and success 
while remaining roily independent in making the properdectaons 
that make sense from an investment point of view. Such activity 
includes financing feasible projects that other corporations and 
governmental divisions hesitate to initiate due to lack of fluids. A 
good example is the expansion ofommunicatioDS facilities contem- 
plated by the Telecommunications Corporation (TCC). 

The general guidelines for investment policies are of the utmost 
importance at the macro level, tmt the day to day decisions, upon 
making a choice to pick up a specific investment at thenucro level, 
is equally important. This for a thorough study of the state of 

affairs of the particular project concerned, its feasibility, and the 
projections of its flow. The expertise needed in this 
endeavour sH nnlri have the overview of the Jordanian economy 
and its trends in general, with good understanding of how trends 
are likely to develop in tbe future. The investment analyst of the 
SSC should be futuristic and keep ahead of developments. 

Investment policy of the Social Security Corporation does not 
end by making the right choices of investment in the right 
projects. Equally important is the ability to get rid of the failing 
investments or investments that are bound to fail, ahead of time. 
Unloading de t eriorating investments and potential failures needs 
a dose follow np of the financial performance of the projects with 
which SSC bolds a stake, and good knowledge of its future 
potential. The corporation is not only required to maximise gains. 
It has also to minim ise losses. 


Casus belli or a case of acute reelection itch? 


By G.H. Jansen 


TUESDAY, Aug. 11, should 
go down as a supremely impor- 
tant date in the bistory of 
contemporary affairs, for on 
that day the Third World gave 
the first sign, in the Security 
Council , that it was not pre- 
pared to accept the dictates of 
the new world order of the one 
world power, the U.S., at least 
on one particularly important 
issue. 

Having tried and failed to 
create a casus belli out of 
Iraq's refusal to allow weapons 
inspectors to enter the Ministry 
of Agriculture in Baghdad, the 
U.S. began to develop a crisis 
over one other item in the 
buffet of Iraqi violations that 
Washington has laid out on the 
table of the U.N., such as: The 
return of Kuwaiti detainees, 
the U.N. delineated Kuwait- 
Iraq border, official permission 
for the continued presence in 
Iraq of hundreds of U.N. per- 
sonnel, and, tbe case in point, 
alleged human rights' abuses 
against the Shiites , of south; 
Iraq, especially those in the 
area of the marshes north and 
west of Basra. 

Tbe U.S. and its Western 
henchmen, Britain and France, 
called an ‘‘emergency” meet- 
ing of the Security Council for 
Aug. II to consider that last 
item. In the Western media it 
was extensively and confident- 
ly predicted that the council 
would not only reiterate its 
Resolution 688 of April 1991 
which called on Iraq not to 
repress its minorities — at that 
time tbe Kurds and currently 
the Shiites — but would addi- 
tionally authorise the use of 
force against Iraq in the near 
future. Nine delegates spoke, 
all criticising Iraq. 

Yet in the event; the 
‘’emergency” session, most un- 
usually, ended in a vacuous 
silence: without a resolution, 
without a vote, without even a 
consensus statement by the 
chairman. 

And this refusal to do the 
bidding of the U.S. was due to 
the refusal of China, a perma- 
nent member with a veto, and 
of India to go any further than 
688, on which they had 
abstained in 1991; in that vote 
three other members, Cuba, 
Yemen and Zimbabwe, had 
abstained so 688 was passed by a 
slender margin. 

And that attitude, in turn, 
was due to the realisation that 
the Western powers in the 
U.N. were telling Iraq bow to. 
treat its minorities violated the 
sanctity of “domestic jurisdic- 
tion” hitherto assured by 
Chapter Two, paragraph 
seven, of the U.N. Charter. 

For the West the Kurds and 
Shiites are martyrs who bad to 
be protected against a bullying 
central government, while for 
the Third World they are 
armed rebels whose rebellion 
has been fomented, encour- 
aged, armed and paid for from 
abroad. And very few Third 
World countries do not free 
the reality or the threat of 
such rebellions. 

So out bf'sheer self-interest 
and self-protection the Third 
World members of the Security 
Council said, “No,” on Aug. 
11 and the U.S.-led West 
quietly and prudently backed 
away. 

A further reason for Third 
World coolness was the recog- 
nition that the protect-the* 
Shiites crisis was simply a pre- 
text for hitting Iraq again and 
was as phoney and contrived 
and artificial a crisis as the. 
alleged “threat" to Saudi Ara- 


bia posed by Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait. The Third World 
members of the council had no 
great trouble in seeing through 
the contrived artifidality of the 
crisis because tins was revealed 
in several ways. The poignancy 
and urgency of the Shiites' 
situation was to have been 
highlighted by a report pre- 
sented to the council, on the 


invitation of the Western pow- 
ers, by a Dutch human rights 
representative. Max van der 
Stoel. At the outset, and as a 
first sign of rebellion, India, 
China, Zimbabwe and 
Ecuador objected to that in- 
vitation since, they said, the 
main purpose of the Security 
Council was security and peace 
not human rights. 


And there was further defla- 
tion of the report when it was 
revealed that Mr. Van der 
Stoel had not visited the area 
of the marshes not because be 
was stopped by the Iraqis but 
because “he bad no time.” 
Also his report dated back to 
February, with subsequent up- 
datings. All this dearly indi- 
cated that die plight of the 
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Allies ready to run new 
risks to topple Saddam 


CAIRO — Nobody agrees with 
partitioning Iraq into separate 
Kurdish, Sunni Muslim and Shiite 
Muslim statelets but everybody is 
talking about it. 

Saddam Hussein’s enemies, 
frustrated by his defiance of Un- 
ited Nations weapons inspectors 
and his renewed claims to 
Kuwait, appear to be showing a 
new readiness to run serious poli- 
tical risks in the hope of driving 
him from power. 

Diplomats say a western plan 
to stop Iraqi planes and helicop- 
ters attacking Shiite Muslim re- 
bels south of the 32nd parallel 
could be a first step to dis- 
membering the country. 

A similar scheme, put in place 
after a U.S.-led coalition move 
the Iraqi army out of Kuwait in 
February 1991, fenced off an area 
north of the 36th parallel for 
Iraq's Kurdish minority and they 
have since held elections there for 
a parliament. 

The diplomats say splitting Iraq 
could cause chaos, creating war- 
ring mini-states as has happened 
in Somalia and Yugoslavia. 

A Shiite state in southern Iraq 
could also strengthen the position 
of largely Shiite Iran, whose Isla- 
mic revolution has frightened the 
conservative Gulf states for 13 
years and which has recently been 
rebuilding its military power. 


By Paul Eedle 
Reuter 

But the risks of parition have to 
be balanced against what the Un- 
ited States, Britain, France and 
pro-western Arab states such as 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Egypt 
all . see as tbe need to take some 
-form of effective action a gainst 
Saddam Hussein. 

An article in a Saudi Arabian 
newspaper, the London-based Al 
Hayat, said on Friday the allies 
“have finally realised that the 
defeat of President Saddam Hus- 
sein in the war over Kuwait and 
all the measures which resulted 
from it have failed to tame his 
regime." 

It suggested that fear of parti- 
tion should not get in the way of 
action. 

“Recent developments can, 
therefore, be considered as in- 
dications of a new, bolder posi- 
tion which will deal with the 
situation on a realistic lasts and 
abandon the superstition that the 
survival of the regime is essential 
'to guarantee the unity of Iraq,** 
the article said. 

The semi-official Egyptian 
newspaper Al Ahram rational- 
ised the poHcy-makers* dilemma 
on Friday by arguing that it was 
Saddam Hussein’s survival which 
in fact threatened the unity of 
Iraq — so he must be removed. 

It suggested that Saddam Hus- 
sein’s interest was in remaining a 


party to a game of international 
conflict “which could endanger 
the unity of Iraq and lead to 
implementation or a dubious plan 
to partition it into three 


“What is certain is that the only 
way to save Iraq from the trials of 
economic blockade and interna- 
tional sanctions suffered by the 
Iraqi people is the disappearance 
of this tyrant," the. newspaper 
said in an editorial. 

Diplomats said the ultimate 
aim of any more vigorous allied 
policy towards Iraq must logically 
be the removal of Saddam Tflm - 

sem. • , - 

One said that poficymititete' 
wore now bitterly roproadmg 
themselves -for not driving Sari- 
dam Hussein from powei^at the. 
endof the Gulf war— particular- 
ly in tbe United States,' where 
officials were acutely aware of the 
irony that President George Bush 
may well not be reelected in 
November but Saddam Hussein 
will almost certainly «tifl be lead- 
er of Iraq. - 

- “This tune around they cannot 
leave him there. They would have 
to do something that would fake' 
Saddam away, another said. *T- . 
cannot see any contingency plan 
which does not. have this as the. , 
main focus.” ' ' ' 1 


Shiites was not a matter of 
desperate urgency calling for 
prompt aimed action. 

The urgency was further de- 
flated when the Pentagon 
spokesman admitted that the 
Iraqis had made no attacks on 
tbe Shia rebels for a month, for 
the last time on July 23 to be 
precise. 

The British prime minister 
bad accused Iraq of committing 
genocide against the Shiites: 
This is monstrons mendacity 
even for a professional poll'd- 
•dan*, a truly genocidal 
onslaught on the truth. There 
are seven or eight million 
Shiites in Iraq but there are 
probably only about 100,000 
Shiites in all ixrthe marsh area; 
of all categories. These include 
the indigenous marsh Arabs, 
army deserters and fugitive cri- 
minals and Shiitb . refugees 
from the rebellion. It is this 
*suiall number that die coalition 
ail fo rce s would gain topro- 
;>tect." But “the other million 
upon million in south Iraq have 
been leading their normal daily 
lives, as visitors to Iraq's 
second city have testified. And 
certainly the tens of thousands 
of Shiites this correspondent 
saw, in April, worshipping and 
going about their business in 
Karbala and the sunouixfiiig 
area did not look like victims 
of genodde m need of aerial 
protection. 

It .was the British who 
announced that the “no-fly 
zone” would cover die whole 
of southern Iraq, south of die 
32nd Parallel (the British are 
making the running on this 
issue just as they cud earlier 


with tbe Kurds). This huge ex- 
pansion — the marsh area cov- 
ers 9,600 square kilometres 
while the exclusion zone is 
86,400 square kilometres in ex- 
tent — proves that the real 
purpose is not Shiite-protec- 
tion but Saddam humiliation, 
possibly leading to his over- 
throw: In short, the largest 
number of Iraqis should see 
the Western overflights to 
maximise the humiliating 
effect. 

Ever since the Shiite crias 
developed the Western media 
has suddenly discovered that 
the marsh Arabs are leading an 
immemorial and idyllic way of. 
life, which the Iraqis are trying 
to destroy. A careful reading 
of books on these people, even 
the highly romanticised, 
accounts of British travellers 
Wilfred Thesiger and Gavin- 
' Young, reveals that this way of 
life is, in feet, in the words of 
Thomas JHobbes about the 
7 Natural ljfe;” “isolated, poor/ 
nasty, brutish and short” and 
this largely thanks to malaria 
which is endemic in foe marshy 
terrain. 

The persistence with which 
the U.S. is producing one casus 
belli after another against Iraq 
— the Kuwait border issue will 
probably be trotted out if the 
present Shiite-protection ploy 
fails — amounts to over-kill 
and is leading to indignation 
fatigue in much of tbe rest of 
the world, not least in the ' 
neighbouring Arab countries 
which are- not joining in this 
campaign as they did in “De- 
sert Storm." Obviously this 
American persistence is direct- 
ly linked to Bush’s election 
campaign. 


LETTERS 

Face to face 

To the Editor: 

I have read foe article “Amman becomes Mideast hub for Sod£t6 

Generate,” (Jordan Times, August 19) and I shall be grateful if 

3™ Publish the following comments thereon. 

°* information appearing in the aitide seems to have 
been received from uniformed or unauthorised sources to such 
an extent that not much credence can possibly be attached 
thereto. 

— fr can equally be argued that some of the sources are not free 
from bias, especially that the best part of the article aims at 
^S 8gCra 5 ng n tbe J ““Portage of a certain banking institution 
and Poetically denying foe presence of the otters. 

— By way of an -example only, Credit Lyonnais, ■ which is the 

N c 5 T" ldwidc ’ * ^ Staining its 
SS 5 F fonch regional representative and a 
Fren^mmiager both domiciled in Jordan and registered with 
ttecmnprtent authontiesm this regard. They alsohave their 
laityer and accountant. This affkxTcQvers tesin«s™„ Syri£ 

in add »tion to Jordan. C&tft 
Lyomro has been active in Jordan and the reriooin 

- loans on an intenattona^taad 

should be : 

- . ^^^nrffomed .foat the information obtained is for 

Aiftie Habache Khalaf, 

CrfdK Lyonnais, 1; 

poblkation, however, for •* 

prefi^fy addn^as vM. 

request and special arcumst^ i^^ eM on S r . W 00 
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King 


(Cputuncd from page 1) 

| lower inner part erf the left ureter 
’ with no evidence of any spread 
! outside the ureter,” the doctor 
; was quoted as saying. . 

Folowing is the fufl text of the 
*. statement: 

“His Majesty the Kings -per- 
; sonal physician, announced this. 
• ' morning that Hk Majesty is _cn- 
\ joying good health and on his way 
to a comptete recovery without 
any complications- . : 

' ; “The doctor .added that the 
r results of the biopsy taken dming 
the operation from His Majesty's 

■ left ureter showed signs of abnor- 
mal cefls. Therefore, the decision 
was made, in the presence of the 
Jordanian medical team, to re- 
move the left ureter and the left 
kidney as a precautionary mea- 
sure. 

“The doctor added that these 
cells were isolated and r est ric t e d 
only to the lower inner part of the 
left ureter with no evidence of 
any spread outside the ureter. 

"His Majesty will be able to 
leave the hospital in one week 
and there is no need, for any 

■ further treatment or postopera- 


tive radiotherapy. The doctor 
added that thesuqgeiy, which was 
a total success,' is considered a 
permanent cure.” ' 

• Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Suker sent a cable to- the King 
■ congratulating him is Ms- name 
and on behalf of the Jradariiaii 
. government and people bo die 
success of die operation. 

. Director^ tbe^^J M^cal 
Services Yousef /Al J^usouMud 

thecells that were removed from 
•th&^Kihgs ureter 1 ^^cfejfjed on 
^"'fi^aegrec S^e. Ho ftrfd Jor- 
. . dan Televison . tbfoe ceife which 
caused a narrowing of. the ureter 
were of a second degree: "The 
case was discovered in its begm- 
mg, and the right decision in such 
a case is a surgery, removing the 
ureter and the kidney,” he said. 

“The surgery is a full and 
complete treatement and the 
. King does not need any kind of 
'.treatment following the- opera- 
tion,” he said. 

Those cells which were re- 
moved only found in one small 
area of the left ureter, and the 
kidney was removed as a pre 
cautioneiy measure, not because 
of any disorder or malfunction, 
be said. 


Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

$ independence should not be 
violated under any circumst- 
ances.” 

Syria issued a similar statement 
on Friday (see page 2). 

The Ir anian council, after a 
meeting on Saturday under Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
proposed that “the innocent peo- 
ple of Iraq be given an opportun- 
ity to establish a government of 
their choice as soon as possible,” 
IRNA said. 

Turkey also condemned the 
'Western plan and declared its. 
commitment to Iraq's territorial 
integrity. 

Defence Minister Nevzat Ayaz 
said the Western countries were 
getting into action to prevent 
possible atrocities in Iraq while 
watching the murder of people in 
Bosma-Heizegovina. 

“The West is using double 
* standard,” Mr. Ayaz said in an 
interview with the semi-official 
Anatolia news agency. 

Mr. Ayaz also pointed out that 
Turkey would not join such an 
action against Iraq. “Eventually, 
Iraq is a neighbour of ours with 
whom we are ip a position to live 
together,” be said. 

Foreign Minister Jpkmet C^jin 
also received Iraq's Ambassador 
Raft Dbaraur Al TDaitf on Stffur- 


Mr. Cetin told reporters that 
the ambassador requested the 
meeting to seek Turkey's help to 
avert the allied coalition plan. 

“I told him (the Iraqi ambassa- 
dor) that Iraq’s territorial integri- 
ty and unity were extremely im- 
portant for Turkey, the region 
and the world. Thus, I said Tur- 
key would not support any action 
and oppose any plan which would 


threaten Iraq's territorial integri- 
ty,” Mr. Cetin told reporters. 

Iraq has launched a diplomatic 
offensive against the Western 
proposal, urging Arabs and 
“neutral” members of the Secur- 
ity Council not to let “the West 
interfere in its internal affairs.” 

A letter from Iraqi Foreign 
Mhnster Mohammad Saeed A1 
Sahaf called on the United Na- 
- dons’ Secretary-General Boutros 
. Ghab “to assume your responsi- 
bility and move to avert a new 
aggression against the sovereign, 
independent Republic of Iraq...” 

Baghdad’s protests have so far 
stopped short of saying Iraqi air- 
craft would directly challenge the 
“no-fly” zone expected to be 
enforced within days. 

“Such a serious, belligerent 
stance by the USA, Britain and 
France, as permanent U.N. 
Security Council members, con- 
stitutes a resort to armed force 
and a preparation for a serious 
military offensive targeting Iraq’s, 
independence, territorial integri- 
ty and national unity, and jeopar- 
dises global peace and security,” 
the Iraqi letter said. 

Iraq has sought to head off the 
Western move by appealing to 
die Arab League and offering 
inspection trips to the area. 

Meanwhile, a U.N. envoy said 
in Baghdad on Saturday that Iraq 
has .Jefo^ /Jtp.; 1^^ .United 
Nations past guards -and relief 
workers i^rbe soufh of the jqqun- 

W- ' v 

U.N. emergency relief coordi- 
nator Jan Eliasson told a news 
conference the dispute over the 
U.N. presence in the south was 
one of die two main obstacles to a 
new agreement with Iraq on U.N. 
operations in the country. 

Mr. Eliasson ended five days of 
inconclusive talks in Baghdad on 
Friday and will now report back 
to Dr. GhaH. 


Foreign sorties would be risky 


By Jim Hongland 

WASHINGTON — The- foreign 
policy cavalry was summoned 
into the U.S. presidential cam- 
paign last week by a besieged 
White House. Fair enough. But 
the flip side of that development 
could prove to bejGeorge Bush's 
undoing in his final ran for the 
roses: Mr. Bush and his men also 
managed to thrust the campaign 
into foreign policy, 

Thie president will protest that 
he did no such thing. With more 
justice, he can say that there is no 
neat dividing fine between policy 
and politics anyway. The nation's 
chief potitidad is also the com- 
mander in chief. 

But Mr. Bush crudely cam- 
paigned in the commander in 
chiefs role rather than letting the 
dignity and majesty of that job 
call attention to his achieve- 
ments. As a result, he has nar- 
rowed his options on two urgent 
foreign crises, Iraq and Yugos- 
lavia. 

On Iraq, the president has 


acted as if a U.S.-led air strike 
against the villainous Saddam 
Hussein would be popular with 
die American public whenever 
Mr. Bush ordered it. One theory 
(okay, my theory) was that Mr. 
Bush felt he would benefit politi- 
cally by waiting until October. 
With only a few weeks to go to 
Etection Day, the raUying-around 
factor would overcome negative 
feUouc. 

But that calculation is in tatters 
in the wake of the Bush team's 
surprisingly inept attempt to shift 
the campaign on to foreign policy 
ground. Even if the president 
now acts (belatedly) to curb Sad- 
dam Hussein, an increasingly 
sceptical American public wQI 
question Mr. Bush’s motivation. 

It has become apparent in the. 
past week that Mr. Bush is pick- 
ing and choosing among Saddam 
Hussein's repeated violations of 
the United Nations resolutions 
that brought an end to the Gulf 
war. 

Once ignored violations that 
could have — should have, in the 


view of us anti-Saddamkes — 
triggered U.S. military action 
over the past year now get big 
play from the admimstration. The 
plight of Shiite tribes that have 
been allowed to suffer at Saddam 
Hussein's bands is suddenly a 
casus belli for Washington. Vo- 
ters could see an October strike 
as evidence that the campaign, 
not national security, determined 
(he timing and scope of a XJS. 
military action. The thought 
seems to have occurred to Mr. 
Bush as well. Administration war 
planners have gone into top gear. 
Foreign diplomats are being told 
that the United States will force a 
new inspection at an Iraqi gov- 
ernment ministry in Baghdad 
within a few weeks and mil strike 
Baghdad immediately if Sadrfam 
again resists. Sooner is suddenly 
better. 

Mr. Bush's misadventures in 
commander-in-chief land began 
with his disastrous appearance last 
week before the families of 
American servicemen missing in 
Indochina. Stocked by the short- 


lived Ross Perot campaign, the 
group's understandably intense 
sense of loss and resentment 
flared out to scorch an unpre- 
pared Bush. The State Depart- 
ment buzz is that the white 
House ignored warnings from ex- 
perts that Mr. Bush should not go 
at all. , * 

Mr. Bush dog the hole deeper 
by reaching for Operation Desert 

Storm and his commander’s hat 
as Shields against the bedding. 
He declared “the commander in 
chief that led his country into its 
most successful recent effort" to 
be above criticism. This politi- 
cised both Desert Storm and Mr. 
Bush's laudable role in the war in 
petty fashion. 

Off balance, Mr. Bush spokes- 
man Martin Fitzwater tried to 
recover by taking a shot at Bill' 
Clinton by calling an imobjec- 
’ti enable Clinton statement on 
Yugoslavia “reckless.” The bullet 
ricocheted back on the reckless 
Fitzwater, who seems not to have 
read Clinton’s statement before 


r unning off at the mouth about it. 

Result: The Qinton-Gore team 
parried the strongest policy blow 
the Busb-Quayle campaign can 
deliver the first time it fell. The 
White House can claim no better 
than a draw for the round. For 
Mr. Bush, a draw on foreign 
policy is a sure recipe for defeat 
in November. 

Insiders say that Mr. Bush con- 
tinues to fiddle while the White 
House burns. He has no: yet 
asked Jim Baker to hurry over 
from the State Department with a 
.bucket of water, even though 
leaks have largely dissipated the 
“bounce" the mid- August move 
was supposed to bring. Mr. Baker 
is burning, too. 

Foreign visitors who met him 
this week came away with the 
feeling that the secretary of state 
will not be around Foggy Bottom 
much longer. He pointedly told 
Iraqi opposition leaders that fol- 
low-up discussions would be held 
with two of his aides. 

George Bush earned a place in 


history with the skillful way in 
which he handled German uni- 
fication, responded to the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union by 
pushing for visionary reduction in 
nuclear arms, and led the war to 
free Kuwait. He was once the 
foreign policy president par' ex- 
cellence. 

But his good judgment seems 
to have deserted him in the 
stretch run for reelection. Mr. 
Bush boxes himself both on the 
campaign trail and in his foreign 
policy options by linking the two 
so tightly, and so visibly. And 
Mr. Clinton counterpunches 
effectively on Bush's top issue. 

When Mr. Bush was preparing 
to go to war against Saddam 
Hussein, he successfully por- 
trayed himself as using force not 
in anger, but in sorrow over 
Saddam Hussein's stupidity. Now 
Mr. Bush risks being seen as 
using force not in anger, but in 
'desperation. That would be fetal 
for his reelection chances — The 
Washington Post. 


By-elections 

(Continued from page 1) 

affiliation and not as a result of 
bis political views, observers 
say. 

Among the groups that used 
to support leftist and pan-Arab 
politicians were over one mil- 
lion Palestinians from refugee 
camps and the Christian com- 
munity. But both groups 
seemed to have abandoned. 
Madaba’s leftist candidate in 
fevoar of the Islamist candi- 
date in the case of the Palesti- 
nians and a pro-establishment 
former government official Dr. 
Fawwaz Abul Ghanam, m the 
case of the Christians. 

It was a shock for many 
ideological supporters of Mr. 
Shakhanbeh and the secular 
elements in the Jordanain poli- 
tical scene to witness the loss of 
two groups of what was largely 
considered their constituency. 

Tribalism, on the other 
hand, will remain a part of 
Jordanian politics until Jorda- 
nians find another mechanism 
that they feel will serve their 
individual and common in- 
terests, the political observers 
say. 

“Many Jordanians have 
found prestigious positions and 
wealth as* result of their tribal 
affiliations for* the past 50 or 90 
Yepis.’J-Mqd Jr membietfcOf the 
Al Hadid clan in Qweismeh.” 
Some Jordanians of Palestinian 
origin have also affiliated 
themselves with Jordanian 
dans through business or mar- 
riage and are thus also likely to 
vote according to tribal 
alliances,” added the relative 
of the winner of the Qweismeh 
district. 

Mr. HaduFs comments ab- 
out Palestinians political affi- 


liations reflected the support 
'his cousin candidate got from 
one sector of the Palestinian 
population in bis district. 

In Qweismeh, seven candi- 
dates ran for the one vacant 
seat in the Lower House for 
that district. Only one of the 
candidates represented any 
political grouping. The other 
six represented themselves and 
their tribes. 

After losing the seat to 
Anwar Al Hadid, Qweismeh 
candiate Min weir Abu Zeid 
who come second sent a cable 
to Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd 
contending that the elections 
were “undemocratic” and 
asking for political asylum for 
himself and his dan. 

.While the outcome of this 
request is still uncertain (sea- 
soned political observers are 
not even taking him or the 
request seriously), the idea of a 
tribal chieftain taking such step 
is one which reflects the “indi- 
vidualistic and tribal attitudes 
which have been imbedded by 
past government policies and 
systems over the last decade,” 
as one analyst put it. 

“Tribalism and sectarianism 
were nurtured for the past SO 
years, and it should come as no 
surprise that Jor danians now 
. behave along tribal and secta- 
' >'-rfep fines, that even supercede - 
- Jme allegiancc Jordaa.as a 
,J Co u ntr y / * rhc^Melyst sakL 

While both the decline of the 
left and the stubborn remnants 
of tribalism are issues to be 
“reckoned with,” according to * 
another analyst it is Islamic 
politics which poses the 
greatest challenge to the socie- 
ty as a whole. 

Accepted or tolerated as 
part of the political system in 
Jordan for the last 40 years, the 
Muslim Brotherhood and 


ocher politicised Islamic groups 
are challenging the concept of 
separation between religion 
and state. 

The fundamentalist groups 
base their political programme 
on a political system as out- 
lined by the Koran and believe 
any deviation from laws, rules 
and regulations mentioned in 
the Koran should be scrapped. 
“The Koran is our constitu- 
tion,” say die Islamists. 

The increased strength of 
the Brotherhood in Tuesdays 
elections was an indicator of 
the rising fundamentalist in- 
clination that some opinion 
polls have predicted through- 
out last year. 

“Across the world when 
things are not going right peo- 
ple turn to religion; this is 
natural,” said one political 
commentator. “In South Afri- 
ca they turned to Bishop Tutu, 
in America the blades found a 
hero in the Reverend Martin 
Luther King. Why should peo- 
ple be surprised that the Arab 
masses are turning to reli- 
gion.” 

' Although the Brotherhood 
failed to win the Qweismeh 
seat, the difference in number 
of votes between the winning 
candidate and the Brother- 
hood candidate was just over 

- - 400 Votes. In the 1989 elections 

the difference in number of 

- Votes received by the tribal Al 
Hadid candidate and the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood candidate, 
both of which won seats in the 
House, was almost 2,000 votes. 
This marks a major increase in 
support for the Brotherhood in 
the Qweismeh district. 

In tire Madaba district, tire 
late Deputy Ahmad Qtcish Al 
Azaideh received just aver 
6,000 votes during tire 1989 
elections. His much younger 


and less well-known and less 
popular relative Mohammad 
Khreibat Al Azaideh received 
almost 2,000 votes more last 
Tuesday — again a significcnt 
increase. 

“The vast majority of the 
Palestinians from the refugee 
camp in Madaba who have 
some 3,500 votes chose to elect 
the Brotherhood candidate for 
two reasons,” said a political 
observer from Madaba. 

“They would not vote for 
the former government offi- 
cial, Fawaz Abul Ghanem, be- 
cause be represents a sector of 
the society which has not been 
aligned to the Palestinian part 
of the population. They did not 
vote for Mr. Shakhanbeh be- 
cause he represented a part of 
the political grouping which 
supports the on-going peace 
process which more or less has 
side-lined the refugee issue. 
Since these voters are all re- 
fugees from 1948 they will 
naturally vote for a candidate 
who represents their interest in 
the long-term goal of returning 
to their land or at least the 
acquisition for their rights as a 
people and or a candidate who 
takes care of their interests in 
tiie interim period in which 
they will remain citizens of 
Jordan. Mir. Khreibat could fill 
both ' shoes, while Mr. 
Shakhanbeh could only fill the 
later,” concluded the analyst. 

The elements that became 
apparent in the 1989 elections 
seemed to have become even 
more into the limelight during 
last week's by-elections. Even 
tire voter participation, which 
declined from the previous 40 
per cent, joined tribalism and 
fundamentalism to become 
what appears to be permanent 
fixtures on the popular Jorda- 
nian political scene. 


Palestinians 

(Continued from page 1) 

appeared to be sending a “politic- 
al message.” 

“They want to tell us they are 
the masters and we are the slaves, 
and we should tolerate whatever 
treatment they give us,” be said. 
“This is not acceptable to us. 
There has to be a basic agreement 
and they should respect that 
agreement.” 

Dr. Erakat brushed off the 
possibility that the Palestinian 
position could lead to a delay in 
the resumption of the talks in 
Washington. 

“They (the Israelis) subject us 
to all kinds of degrading treat- 
ment; they rummage through oat 
baggage, throw out clothes and 
Harass us in every possible man- 
ner (at the bridge),” he said 1 . “We 
insist that this comes to an end.” 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Han an Ashrawi reaffirmed the 
Palestinian stand. 

“We are saying we have -to 
dear up this issue once and for 
all,” Dr. Ashrawi was quoted as 
saying by Reuters. 

“We want assurances that the 
Palestinians will be treated as an 
official delegation with dignity 


and respect ... even if it delays 
the peace talks,” she said. 

After a three-hour delay at the 
bridge on Friday Israeli author- 
ities said five of the Palestinians 
aged under 35 did uot have per- 
mits allowing them to return im- 
mediately after the talks. Without 
such permits Palestinians under 
age 35 must remain abroad at 
least nine months. 

The five were support staff 
attached to the delegation. 

The occupation authorities sug- 
gested the Palestinians make 
written requests to receive per- 
mits at the bridge. They refuted. 

Dr. Ashrawi bad said that the 
aides were on a list submitted to 
tiie Israeli authorities three days 
before. She had told reporters 
that the team would not travel 
again unless it was given “guaran- 
tees that we will be able to leave 
without harassment ... even if it 
takes a delay.” 

Hanan Rubin, spokesman for 
the Israeli military in the occu- 
pied territories, bad responded 
that none of the aides was an 
official negotiator or adviser. Be- 
cause of dm they were not given 
“special treatment.” 

Israel has agreed to waive 
travel restrictions for delegates to 
the Middle East peace talks. 


Jordanians 

(Continued from page 1). 

granting the loan guarantees at a 
time when settlements are consi- 
dered an obstacle to peace.” 
On the delay in the departure 
of the Palestinian delegation to 
Washington because of obstacles 
placed by the Israeli occupation 
authorities. Dr. Majali, asked: 
“How would the Israelis negoti- 
ate with the Palestinians while 
they prevent them from leaving 
to Washington?” 

Dr. Majali referred to previous 


Israeli attempts during the past 
round of bilateral negotiations to 
show the world that foe Arabs do 
not want peace. 

Dr. Majali said the peace pro- 
cess “is a comprehensive one. It 
is of course difficult to start the 
negotiations without the Palesti- 
nians, particularly that the 
Palestinian cause is the core of 
the conflict m the Middle East 
region.” 

The Israeli delegation to the 
talks was scheduled to leave for 
Washington late Saturday, Israel 
Television said. 


Bush 

(Continued front page. 1) 
same interview that Mr. Clinton 
is still headed for victory because 
Mr. Bush “still bad no plan what- 
soever to get America’s economy 
back on track.” 

He called the president's 
acceptance speech on Thursday 
night at the dose of the Republi- 
can convention “cynical... petty" 
and untruthful. 

On the campaign front, Mr. 

* Bush is callmg Mr. Clinton a 
tax-and-spend liberal, while Mr. 
Clinton is warning voters that the 
Republican president is trying to 
“sucker-punch you" with prom- 
ises of a tax cut. * 

The rich rhetoric suggested 
that a brawl fies ahead — with the 
economy providing the stage for. 
the 10-week fight up to the Nov. 3 
election. 

• “My opponent’s ideas are 
dear, present and dangerous,” 
Mr. Bosh fold an enthusiastic 
crowd in conservative southern 
Missouri. “He wants to invest 
your money in government 
spending and Pm not going to let 
It happen.” 

Mr. Clinton, ready to set out 
with running mate Gore on 
another bus trip through the in- 
dustrial heartland, countered Mr. 
Bush’s jab with a reminder of the 
I “no new taxes” promised by the! 
president four years ago. 

“If you believe that. I’ve got 1 
some laud in the Middle of the 
ocean I want to sell you,” the 
Arkansas governor told a rally in 
Cleveland, the first city in his 
latest bnscapadc. Mr. Clinton 
warned voters Mr. Bosh was 
trying “to sucker-punch you one- 
t more time." 
i Mr. Bush signed a large taxi 
increase in 1990. In accepting the 
Republican nomination, he 
promised an across-the-board tax 
cut accompanied by reduced gcwN 

* eminent spending but offered no 
, specifics. 

' “Send them back to Arkansas 
and Tennessee,” Mr. Bush said 
? . of Mr. Clinton and Mr. Gore, the. 
,-f southern twin ticket that! 
i threatens tiie Republican kxk on 
i the south critical to the victories 1 
by Mr. Bush and Ronald Reagan. 
“Don’t bet against us in Novem- 
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YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN^ 

* Kais Drydean, 1 Hr. Service 
A- Shoes repair # Engraving 

* Keys Service 

-frUpholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821658, Fax 


i SnJMO HAIG 

v Quality in 

\:1' JSoaF:$eEVk^~ 

\ Develop your colour film at 
/our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 


•/Wrom. '• enlarge- 
moot 29 x 30 m 

. Shnaetsani - Opp. GrindBays 
■Bank. Phone: 604042 


4 Rent Sr Sale 

-Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale - furnished 
or unfumtshecU 
- Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605, 810609 
Fax; 810520 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 
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CHINESEFOOD 

Open dpily 
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. Tel: 03-314415 


MOVING? . 

Let Aramex Air Gaigo 
take care of the works. 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508' 

ARAMEX : 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyahfiiris School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

, 630-Midnight 

ToL 539959 
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' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaquefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

t 6:30 - Midnight / 



TAIWAN T0URISK0 


New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

Uabal Amman-3rd Circle 
Tel.: 641093 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open U-JO-yJto A. txUt-lLSO JAfU) 

Taka away is arvailabJa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 
|TaL 661982, Amman! . 
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International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 
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For Saakratknt Tal G13060 -1 


The. First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 
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Linford Christie returning to form 
hist Fredericks steals the show 


Jordan beats Sudan 3-0 


BERLIN (R) — Britain’s Linford 
Christie, who failed in his first 
major 100 metres after his Barce- 
lona Olympic triumph, returned 
to top form with a vengeance 
Friday. 

But Olympic silver medallist 
Frankie Fredericks of Namibia 
stole the show in the 200 metres 
at the Berlin Grand Prix meeting 
with a brilliant win over Olympic . 
champion Mike Marsh and follow 
American Carl Lewis, a winner of 
eight Olympic titles. 

And there was another shock 
in the 400 metres when Olympic 
bronze medallist Samson Krtur of 
Kenya blasted past Americans 
Quincy Watts and Steve Lewis, 
the gold and silver medallists, in 
the closing strides to snatch vic- 
tory at the line. 

Kitur clocked 44.75 seconds 
ahead of Watts in 44.S3 with 
Lewis third in 45.05. 

The 32- year-old Christie, 
second behind Nigerian Olapade 
Adeniken in Cologne last Sun- 
day, produced a superb start to 
beat a high-dass field that in- 
cluded four other Barcelona 
finalists. 

He clocked a wind-assisted 
9.99 seconds with American 
Leroy Burrell second in 10.04 and 
Canadian Bruny Sunn third in 
10.15. American Olympic bronze 
medallist Dennis Mitchell 
finished fourth in 10.16. The wind 
speed was above the permitted 


level. 

But just 10 minutes later the 
Olympic Stadium was set alight 
by a superb late run from the 
24-year-old Fredericks in a tight 
200 metres finish. 

Hie U.S.-based Namibian po- 
wered through in the final metres 
to pip Marsh, the fastest man in 
rite world this year, who held off 
Lewis on the line. 

Fredericks clocked 20.01 
seconds ahead of Marsh in 20.14 
with Lewis in 20.16 ahead of 
Olympic bronze medallist 
Michael Bates. 

The Namibian was delighted to 
beat Marsh, who went close to 
breaking Italian Pietro Mennea’s 
13-year-old world best of 19.72.* 
the oldest track running record in 
the book, in Barcelona. 

“I did not plan this after sever- 
al seconds and third places in my 
last races. It is the second time in 
my life that I have beaten Carl 
Lewis and the first time that I 
could beat Mike Marsh over 
200 .” 

Christie, who has been unable 
to train fully since tbe games, 
declined to take on Lewis at the 
prestigious Zurich Weltklasse 
meeting Wednesday, when tbe 
31-year-old American triumphed 
over six Barcelona finalists. 

Lewis, who failed to qualify for 
the U.S. teams in tbe prints, said 
he would have been pleased to 
take on Christie over 100 metres 


in Berlin. 

But tbe two finally ran in sepa- 
rate races and their fascinating 
dud will have to wait. 

Kenyan William Kemei beat 
Algeria’s world 1,500 metres 
champion Nourpddine Morceli 
and German 5,000 metres Olym- 
pic champion Dieter Baumann in 
tbe mCe. 

But the sprints provided tbe 
highli gh t of a meeting which pro- 
duced good performances near 
the end of a demanding season. 

Britain's bigh hurdler Colin 
Jackson, who had a disastrous 
Olympic final, continued his su- 
perb post-Barcelona form with 
his third victory over Canadian 
Olympic champion Mark McKoy 
in 11 days. 

European champion Jackson, 
whose Olympic hopes crumbled 
when he hit a hurdle early in tbe 
final, gave a superb display of 
smooth hurdling to dock 13.05 
seconds. 

McKoy, his training partner 
and friend, was second in 13.12 
with Briton Tony Jarre tt third in 
13.25. The wind had dropped 
below the permitted level for the 
race. 

Jackson's time was just one 
hundred] of a second outside the 
European record he set when he 
beat McKoy in Cologne. The 
25-year-old Welshman had 
already taken the scalp of the 
Olympic champion just a few 


Becker ends Connors’ dream run 


INDIANAPOLIS. Indiana (R) 
— Boris Becker ended Jimmy 
Connors’ dream run at tbe SI 
million RCA Championships Fri- 
day with a 6-4 6-3 quarterfinal 
victory. 

Middle age is looming for the 
37th-ranked Connors — he turns 
40 years old on Sept. 2 — but he 
showed here he still can master 
some players 20 years his junior. 

This week he cruised through 
three opponents including fifth 
seed Wayne Ferreira in the third 
round before facing the ninth- 
ranked Becker, the third seed. 

”1 guess I bring out the best in 
everybody,” said tbe llth-seeded 
Connors. “You just have to do 
the best you can.” 

Becker, the runner-up here in 
1991, meets defending diampion 
Pete Sampras in the semifinals. 
The second-seeded American 
beat unseaded Swede Thomas 
Enqvist 6-0 7-6 (8-6) in another 
quarterfinal. 

Top-seeded world number one 


Jim Courier plays unseeded fel- 
low American Todd Martin in the 
other semifinal. 

Martin, ranked 125th in the 
world, upset sixth seed Francisco 
Clavet of Spain 6-1 6-2. 

Becker’s serve was the key to 
his convincing win over Connors. 
The German hit eight aces and 
won an astonishing 25 of 28 
points on his first serve. 

“You can't hit what you can't 
see,” said Connors. 

Becker's serving neutralised 
Connors' most renowned 
weapon, his return of serve. Con- 
nors barely touched a first serve 
all day and when he did Ik won 
only 11 per cent of the points. On 
Becker's second serve, Connors 
was on the winning side only 37 
*per cent of the time. 

“It was the best match I served 
all week,” said Becker, who now 
holds a 5-0 career edge over 
Connors. “I knew the way I had 
to play and that I had to stick with 
it from the first to last point.'’ 


“I knew I bad to do weD the 
first couple of games,” added 
Broker. “I wanted him to know 
I'm there, keen on playing and 
wanting to win.” 

The third-ranked Sampras, 
who won last week in Cincmnati, 
served eight aces during his match 
and won 93 percent of the points 
when he got his first serve in. 

Sampras won all but 10 points 
in the first set. 

The 135th-ranked Enqvist 
saved four match points on his 
serve in the 12th game of the 
second set but Sampras won the 
match on his second match point 
in die tiebreaker. 

“I would hate leaving a tourna- 
ment after being up four match 
points and losing,” said Sampras. 

“I played pretty well,” said 
Sampras, who feels fire has im- 
proved since last year when he 
won here. ‘Tin probably a better 
player. I'm more solid and smar- 
ter.” 


Top seeds advance in New Haven 


NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) — 
Goran Ivanisevic overcame slop- 
py play and Marc Rosset’s power- 
ful serve to advance to the Volvo 
International quarterfinals with a 
three-set victory. 

Ivanisevic, the second seed, 
broke Rosset only once, and was 
broken only once in winning 3,6, 
7-6, (7-5), 6-4 in 99 minutes. 

Other high seeds advanced 
fairly easily as top seed Stefan 
Edberg beat 16th seed Paul 
Haartmis 6-2, 6-4; No. 3 Michael 
Chang defeated No. 14 Andrei 
Cherkasov 6-2, 6-1; No. 4 Petr. 
Korda won over Chuck Adams, 


6-4, 6-7 (3-7), 6-4, and No.5 Ivan 
Lendl beat Amos Mansdorf 6-2, 
6-3. 

Ninth-seed John McEnroe was 
beaten by eighth -seed Malivai 
Washington 7-6 (7-0), 6-4 and 
No. 7 Guy Forget and unseeded 
Fabrice Santoro also advanced to 
tbe quarterfinals with straight-set 
victories. 

Ivanisevic could hardly touch 
Rosset’s first serve as the Olym- 
pic gold medallist had 17 aces and 
won the point on 46 of the 49 first 
serves he got in. 

“It’s tough to play a guy like 
•him," saaid In vise vie, who leads 


tbe ATP in aces this year. “Every 
second serve was 127 (mph), 120, 
125. You can’t see it. It’s going 
too fast. Yon can't react.” 

Rosset waited until after he 
and Ivanisevic lost at doubles to 
talk with tbe media and was very 
terse in talking about tbe match. 

“I really have nothing special 
to say about tbe singles,” he said. 

Ivanisevic lost to Rosset in 
straight sets in fire five set Olym- 
pic semifinal two weeks ago, and 
said that match flashed through 
his mind in tbe first set Friday 
when be bad only two points off 
Rossef s serve. 


days after tbe end of the Olym-, 
pics in Monaco on Aug. 11. 

Kemei, 26, produced a strong 
finish to take the mile in three 
minutes 48.80 seconds with Mor- 
celi second in 3:49.79. 

Kenyan Moses Krptamu, who 
has broken two world records in 
four days this week — tbe 3,000 
metres and 3,000 metres stee- 
plechase — was unable to set a 
third in the 2,000 metres. , 

But Kiptamri, who plans to 
attack the 5,000 metres world 
record in Brussels next week, 
won in four minutes 52.53 
seconds, 1.72 seconds outside tbe 
record. 

Sergei Bubka, competing m his 
adopted German city, could not 
break his own world pole vault 
record of 6.11 metres. 

But the Ukrainian kept fens in 
the stadium way after the track 
events had finished before he 
failed in his third attempt at 6:13. 

In the women’s 100, Irina Pri- 
valova of Russia, the Olympic 
bronze radaEst, raced ahead of 
Gwen Torrence of the United 
States to win in 10.93. Torrence, 
the 200 gold medalfist, was second 
in 11,02, while Meriine Ottey of 
Jamaica finish ed third in 11.10. 

Mike Powell, the world record 
holder, led an American sweep in 
the long jump by winning with a 
leap of 8.57 metres. Erik Wald- 
ner was second at 8.11, and Joe 
Greene was third at 8.07. 


Seles 
powers 
way into 
Canadian 
Open semis 

MONTREAL (AP) — Monica 
Seles powered her way into the 
semifinals of the Matinee Inter- 
national Canadian Open tourna- 
ment with a 6-1, 4-6, 6-1 victory 
over Patricia Hy of Canada. 

Seles, the top seed, dis- 
appeared for most of the second 
set but came bade strong for the 
third. In the semifinals, Seles will 
face No. 8 Lori McNeil, who beat 
fourth-seeded Manuela Maleeva- 
Fragniere of Switzerland 7-5, 6-2. 

*T don’t know what happened 
in die second set — . my mind 
went off "the court,” said Seles, 
whefs won .four of die last six, 
Grand Slam events. “She’s a 
tough player but 1 still don't think 
I should have let that happen:” 

Seles continued to struggle 
with her service. She was broken 
at love on her serve for Hy*s only 
win of the final set — her 10th 
loss of service in three matches 
this week. 

“I don’t drink I’ve served so 
many double-faults in my whole 
career as this week ” Seles said. 
“Usually, I don’t lose my serve.” 

Seles has won all three pre- 
vious meetings with McNeil. 

“She’s got a great serve, she’ll 
come to the net a lot and she’ll 
slice her backhand," Seles said 
“m definitely have to serve a lot 
better than today.” 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan de- 
feated Sudan 3-0 in a match 
played Saturday at Amman 
Stadium as part of the Jordan 
International Soccer Cham- 
pionship. 

Jordan’s goals were scored 
by Aref Hussein, Jamal Abu 
Abed and Ahmad Abdul Qad- 
er. With this result, Jordan 
tops die standings of the cham- 
pionship’s group one teams, 
along with Moldova, each hav- 
ing four points. 

In its first match, Jordan 
defeated Pakistan 24). 

In a group two match played 
Saturday afternoon at A1 Has- 


san Stadium in Irttd, Congo 
beat Ethiopia 3-0- This was 
Congo's first win, nosing its 
point toll to two. 

This was Ethiopia’s third 
loss and ft remains at the bot- 
tom of the standings with no 
points. 

Congo will await tbe results 
of Algeria’s Wtfaq Steif Cub 
which will be vying tVrith it for 
the group’s second spot in the 
standings. Tbe top spot was 
occupied by Iraq which has 
already won its two matches. 
In the first, it defeated 
Ethiopia 13-0 and in the 
second it beat Congo 3-0. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Olympic champion shatters Cycling record 

LEICESTER, England (R) — Olympic pursuit champion Chris 
Boardman, using the revolutionary Lotus machine he rode at 
Barcelona, shattered the world five-km amateur outdoor cycling 
record Saturday. Boardman, who gained Britain’s first Olympic 
cycling gold for 72 years in Barcelona, clocked five minutes 38.83 
seconds. His time smashed the previous record of 5:46025 set at 
altitude by American Kent Bostick in October 1991 and also 
bettered the professorial mark of 5:44.700 also set at altitude by 
Germany’s Gregor Braun in 1986. 

Devoy cruises Into squash Anal 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand (AP) — World champion Susan 
Devoy cruised to a straight-games victory over defending cham- 
pion Robyn Lam bourne Saturday to advance to the final of the 
New Zealand Open Squash Championship. New Zealand Devoy 
beat her third-seeded Australian opponent 15-8, 15-9, 15-10 and 
now faces fourth seed Michelle Martin in Sunday’s final. Martin 
surprised second-seeded Martine Le Mcrignan of Britain 15-6, 
15-6, 15-13 in the other women's semifinal. Devoy took only 39 
minutes to defeat Lam bourne, combining delicate drop shots with 
powerful strokes. “I fed really strong,” Devoy said. “I’ve been 
doing a lot of cross-training recently ami it has helped. I don’t get 
as tired as I used to. I just hope I can keep it going.” Fiery 
Spaniard Austin Adarraga advanced to the men’s singles final 
after a tough battle with eighth-seeded Australian Mark Cariyon. 
Adarraga downed Caxiyon 15-3, 13-15, 15-13, 10-15, 15-5 to 
clinch a meeting with thud-seeded Hansi Wens of Germany. It 
wfl] be Adarraga's first major final appearance. Wiens defeated 
second-seeded Abdul Sabeem Khan of Hong Kong 15-6, 15-7, 
15-8 in the other men’s semifinal. 

World Bridge Olympiad begins Sunday 

SALSAMAGGIORE, Italy (AP) — Tbe U.S. team, world, 
champions at the last World Bridge Olympiad four years ago, is 
given a good chance to retain the title when competition begins 
Sunday. Contract bridge teams from 59 nations will compete in 
the two-week tournament sponsored by die World Bridge 
Federation that ends on Sept. 5. Simultaneously, teams from 35 
countries will vie for the World Women’s Olympiad tide. Teams 
in each event have been subdivided into two divisions and 
round-robin competition will take place within these divisions. 
Hie top four teams will advance to die quarterfinals. From that 
point on, teams will play head-to-bead Knockout matches, the 
winners advancing and losers e liminat ed, until the] two champions 
are determined. The defending champion in .the opch. B^ the 
United States, arid the Americans are ratedoneof me best to win 
this time too. ' ‘ 

IOC chief wins award 

NEW YORK. (R). — International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
chief Juan Antonio Samaranch was named winner of die 
inaugural Jesse Owens Global Award, Herbert Douglas, founder 
of foe award, announced. The biannual award was created to 
honour individuals “who have made a significant and lasting 
contribution of enduring quality to society from a background of 
sports,” Mr. Douglas said in a release announcing Mr. Samaranch 
as die first winner. Tbe recipient is chosen by a panel of 
authorities assembled by the International Amateur Athletic 
Federation. The winner is chosen for distinguished leadership 
over a period of years in focusing international attention on the 
potential of sports to inspire and encourage foe pursuit of global 
amity, the release said. Mr. Samaranch, who at foe Barcelona 
Olympics announced that he would remain at his IOC post for 
another term, will receive the Jesse Owens Global Award on Ffeb. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 

0199? TrtWM UM Sarvlcan. me. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Try 
to get in immediate contact with 
one who has a way of fife fo** 
attracts you most. Update your 
ideas on bow to best utilise your 


al. beliefs... 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
day and evening to get together 
with as many friends and acquaint- 
ances as well as attachment and 
dose companions as posable to 
enjoy their society. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Discuss with your family what their 

worldly ambitions are and then 
formulate a course of action to 
obtain their desires quickly for 
them. 

GEMDONb (May 21 to June 21) You 
have some new inspirations that 
you wiD be able to utilise to your, 
advantage in your everyday affairs 
so be sure you reduce them to this 
use fulness. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Keep your mind focused 
today on just what you can do to 
get a financially oriented expert to 
give you advice bow better to 
handle your affairs. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
need bo get out of the conventional 
rnt into which you have sunk so 
make sure you are with those who 
understand modern trends, can 
train you in them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Quiet Jaedit i tion upon work 


problems is the best means by 
which you can gain the- answers 
you need if you are to have a 
greater amount of operative skfiL 
ttrpA ; (September 23 to October 
22) Your best chance for a good 
tfnw* now is through some new and 
different amusements with your 
attachment and dose companions 
even though the cost seems high. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You would be wise to 
concentrate your greatest efforts 

now in seeing that your own house- 
hold is happy and satisfied and 
attending to worldly interests later. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A very good day to 
get into communications you have 

with those near at hand as weD as 
at a rffctaww so be articulate in 
grating your views. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Update the manner in 
which you are making and/or hand- 
ling your financial affairs and prop- 
erty interests and you can have 
more security. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary. 19) You now can delight rare 
who is usually somewhat of a stidt- 
in-thenarad but some innovations 
that tear away from ideas you 
realise are outdated. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Look into ideas and schools of 
tVifnng hs that are not as traditional 
as yours but which have been 
recently found to bring others 
prosperity and use them. 



“A C-plus for cuddling and a D for 
snuggling! You’re brutal!” 


wmszai 
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THAF6CRAM BLED WORD GAME 
w by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


, I should have settled dow n 
when I had fire chance 
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Now arrange the drtiled letters to 
form, the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hers: L a. j H 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: STUNG MESSY CONVOY ALBINO 
Answer That chef was a man for al Ws — 
"SEASONINGS" 


Q.l— Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*J2 Woid CKJ954 #1098432 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

2 NT Pass 3 0 Pass 

4 # Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Partner’s four dubs is a cue- 
bid to tell you that he has a maxi- 
mum two no tramp with a good fit 
for diamonds, otherwise he would 
have bid three no tramp or simply 
raised diamonds. Also, partner does 
not have the aces of hearts and 
spades, since it’s normal to cue-bid 
the cheapest ace first. StQl, if there 
IB little duplication in haju-ts , «l<nn 
should be, at worst, cm a finesse. 
Cue-bid four hearts to see how part- 
ner reacts. 

Q-2 — Both vulnerable, es South 

you hold: 

4AK842 ‘TVoid 0AQJ2 #AK97 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart What do you respond? 

A. — You could easily have a grand 
slam. However, if partner has little 
more than long hearts, even a small 
slam might be too high. You will 
need a lot of room to find your best 
spot, so don't start with a jump shift 
despite your powerhouse. Bid one 


Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, youi 
hold: i 

4KQ664 9AQ4 07 4J1062 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 # Pass 1 * Pass 
1 NT Pass 7 
What do you bid now? 

A. — -Despite the fact that your 
spade response did not move part- 
ner to great things, you could still 
have a game, perhaps even alam, in 
clubs. Jump to three clubs and see 
whether that sparks a sign of Ufa 
from partner. 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as Sooth 
you hold: 


4A109765 7K7 OAKJ #K6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

1 NT Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — With all primes and a sixth 
spade, even a jump to four spades 
won't express the value of your 
hand. Make a jump shift to three 
diamonds. Don't worry— if partner 
raises, you can always correct to 
spades at tbe same level. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AKQ53 <?109 0A54 *1085 
The bidding baa proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 1 4 Pan 

2 9 Pan ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — In the modem style, partner’s 
reverse creates a one-round force, 
ao you could rebid two spades to 
confirm a five-card suit. But that 
wouldn’t express the full value of 
your hand, and neither would a 

preference to three dubs. We would 
make tbe advance cue-bid of three- 
diamonds to see whether that eHats 
delayed spade support from' 
partner. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South, 
you hold: 

4KJ98632 ?J73 07 *03 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West : 

2 NT Pan 3* Pan 

4* Pan ? 

What do you bid now? J 

A. — Partner is cue-bidding to 
show good spades, a maximum two- 1 
no-trump opening 3pd fint^o opd 1 
control of dubs. You hare a Izufr 
shown slam interest— had you been 
interested only in game, you would 
have leaped directly to four spades. 
Despite your seven-card suit, youi 
have only five high-card points, sol 
apply the brakes by simply rabid- 
ding four spades. * 1 
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Iran increasing 
investment in oil industry 


NICOSIA (R) : — Iran has increased investment .in oil, gas and . 
petrochemical industries by a quarter to * li triSkn riyals ($1 billion 
at the floating exchange rate) tins year. Oil Minuter Gholamreza' 1 
* lazadeh has said. 

an interview- published in Joadmri- T^tam? newspaper and 

Iran’s IRNA .news agency, Mr. Aqazadeh nM the <hL, 




was drawing op extensive «q>krra£km plans to J 999, with 
priority given to border areas; " 

■ “More than 1.2 trillion riyals w^e injected last year into " 

dfl, gas and petrocbemic&I rodustries. Tins" ynr tte figure was 
increased to 1.5 trillion (riyals) as a result 'of which... (ofl) production 
capacity will reach 4.5 miTK orr barrels per day (b/d)," be said. 

The Iranian year starts March >21. 

“We plan to cany out further explorations in border regions this 
year. Also, seismographic works in an area measuring several 
thousand square kilometres in the Caspian Sea wiD be carried oat 
before die year ends,” the minister said. 
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Russian minister defends 
privatisation cheque scheme 


MOSCOW (R) — The Russian 
government Friday defended 
; plans to give each citizen a per- 
sonal stake in. the economy, 
laying even “old grandmothers” 
would profit from the introduc- 
tion of privatisation cheques. 

Deputy' Prinfe Munster Anato- 
.ly Chubais. responsible for the 
world’s biggest privatisation 
programme, told a news confer- 
ence the cheques would be distri- 
buted to people between Oct. 1 
and Dec. 31. 

“Evety citizen of Russia wfll 
receive a personal privatisation 
cheque with a face value of 
10,000 roubles ($62),” be said, 
giving details of the scheme 
announced Wednesday by Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin. 

. Hie cheques, emblazoned with 
a picture of the imposing Russian 
Parliament building on die banks 
of the Moscow River, are the 
centrepiece of the privatisation 
programme. 

Asked how the Russian 
“babushka” (grandmother) in the 
country would be able to grasp 
the concept of private ownership 


and benefit from the scheme, Mr. 
- tTinh^k said: 

“For us, the old grandmother 
has been a central figure in deter- 
nrmmg bow the cheques should 
be distributed.” 

He said die state was seeking to 
create a com p e titi ve market for 
people who bad no desire to own 
property and simply wanted to 
sell their cheques for cash. 

The State Property Comminee 
estimates some 30 per cent of 
Russia’s 150 million people will 
seD their cheques without delay. 
Russia had no tradition of private 
property ownership, even before 
the 1917 Bolshevik revolution. 

Mr. Chubais suggested the che- 
ques might rise in value as the 
privatisation process picked up 
speed. 

“T would not recommend peo- 
ple to sell their cheques right 
away,” he said. 

Some economists criticised the 
government for putting a face 
value on the cheques, but Mr. 
Chubais said: “The main thing is 
not the number of zeros on the 
cheque, but its real value.” 


Turkey expects 6.5m 
tourists this year 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey expects 6 J million tourists this year, 1.3 
million more than in 1991, despite a surge in Kurdish-related 
violence. Tourism Minister Abdulkadir Ates has said. 

Travel agents and operators say Turkish tourism may benefit from 
turbulence in Algeria and Yugoslavia this year. 

“After the Yugoslav civil war erupted last year, tour operators 
rushed to Turkey to make room reservations in anticipation of high 
sales,” travel agent Bertan Ozen said. 

“But we’ve heard that after the Kurdish incidents some wave 
found it hard to market what they paid for,” he added. 

Fehmi Koftcoglu, spokesman of the Union of Turkish Travel 
Agencies, said: “No cancellation of reservations has come from 
Western operators so far this year. Italy is expensive. Spanish rooms 
will be filled by Expo fair visitors. Yugoslavia, Tunisia and Algeria 
are not secure and stable for tourists. So Turkey still has the chance 
to attract more Western tourists this year,” be added. 
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44.419 
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2.280 
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IBS BOGSING BANK 
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2.810 

2.870 

ARAB JORDAN INTXSnBtn BANK 
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25,693 
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3.2BO 

AHHAH BANK TOR HIMHlAU 

158,499 

1.300 

1.310 

1.260 
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523,915 

1.400 

1.450 

1.390 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SBCOHITZXS 

10,114 

3.320 

3.370 

3.260 

an KLHAL SAVZNGAZMVKSnnT KB BOOSING 

155,335 

4.500 

4.400 

4.370 

BABB OF JORDAN 

31.238 

14.600 

14.600 

14.500 

ARAB BANK 

34,800 

116.750 

116.000 

116.000 

JtraiUI FRANCE INSORANCZ 

148,917 

2.860 

2.870 

2.830 

ARABIAN BRAN ESaORANCB 

8,565 

1.450 

1.480 

1.490 

OXIVERSAI, INSURANCE 

6,391 

1.360 

1.350 

1.350 

ARAB LUX A ACCnWR INSURANCE 

12,582 

2.300 

2.330 
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533 
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3.550 
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3,007 
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0.360 
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1.020 

1.020 

PETRA SURPRISES S EQUIPMENTS LEASING * 
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0.940 

0.940 

0.930 

JORDAN GOLF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

4,323 

0.670 

0.670 

0.660 
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9.B4S 

2.420 
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THE INDUSTRIAL COHMEHdXL C AGRICULTURAL 

23,791 
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5.700 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
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JORDAN CERAMIC XXOTUCTIISS 
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4.850 

JORDRI GLASS XND8&TBXZS 
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0.700 

THE JORDAN PIPES HANUrACraRXNB 

3,346 

2.700 

2.650 

2.630 
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5.960 

5.950 
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3.750 

3.690 
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1.290 

1.2BO 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
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1.500 

1.500 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
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0. 510 

DKXPVBSAL MY)1BH XBBSTBXES 
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4.80D 
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ARAB INVESTMENT A IHEXUAI II3HAL TRADE 

3i.ua 

2.170 
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2.140 

JORDAN PETROLZUK REPTMARX f 
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7.950 

7.910 
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12406 




Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 



The Last Boyscoutl 

Shows: 3-JO, 6:15, 830. 1030 


r Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 



Dream Machine 

Shown 4230, 330, 6:15, 830. 1030 p.m. 

Special show for children on Thursdays and 
Fridays on 11:00 a.'m. 


RETURN TO OZ 



Tel: 625155 


at 6:00 p.m. daily 


L 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Shahrazad and Sinbad play 


Nabil and Hisham 

A quiet comedy for all members of 
the family (adults and kids). Prior 


(former Rainbow cinema) 

reservation Is needed. 


“Ahlan New World and Local 

L The next show Is: ■ / 

’ V Orders” / 

sX (Taa* Waqaymeh) / 

. Shows (tub at 9 pjn. 


Each cheque will be valid for 
one year and may be used to buy 
a stake in the 35 per cent of 
shares set aside for this method of 
purchase. The remaining shares 
will be sold for cash or distributed 
to employees. 

Citizens will pick up the che- 
ques at local savings banks. They 
can then buy shares in the enter- 
prise where they work or offer 
them at anctions in exchange for 
otter shares. 

They may also exchange them 
for shares in an investment fund, 
winch will invest in many enter- 
prises, or they can sell them or 
give diem away. 

Foreigners will be able to buy 
cheques from Russians — a pros- 
pect which might entice foreign 
investors, especially given the 
weakness of the rouble against 
foreign currencies. 

Mr. Chubais said 6,000 to 7,000 
Russian enterprises should be 
transformed into joint stock com- 
panies by the end of 1992. Mana- 
gers are to submit privatisation 
plans by Oct. 1. 

He said foreign investors would 
be assisted by a reduction in 
ministerial red tape and by a 
privatisation database which peo- 
ple would be able to consult at 
Russian missions abroad. 


Giant trade blocs promise 
to shake up world commerce 


NEW YORK (R) — The global 
system of track built up in the 
past four decades is coming 
under pressure from giant region- 
al blocs that are giving special 
treatment to the., members of 
• these dubs. 

Politicians in mnch of the world 
are facing two choices, trade ex- 
perts say — either join one of 
three major blocks that will com- 
pete against one another or try to 
merge these zones into a stronger 
global system to ensure free 
trade. 

But the risks are mounting that 
free global trade may be derailed 
as Europe, Asia and the Amer- 
icas strengthen internal ties and 
grow more adversarial. 

“The question is whether these 
blocs will be benign, or whether 
they will move in a different 
direction.” said Jeffrey Garten, a 
former White House and State 
Department official. “I don’t 
think the results are in yet.” 

Mr. Garten, author of a recent 
publication “A Cold Peace: 
America, Japan, Germany and 
the Struggle for Supremacy,” said 
the next six months could be a 
watershed as diplomats struggle 
to wrap up multilateral trade 


other countries might be to in- 
crease their own protection,” said 
Robert Hormats, a vice chairman 
of Goldman Sachs Co. and a 
former trade official. 

“But foreigners should be 
more eager to move ahead on the 
GATT talks because they see 
these barriers, in effect, going up 
in North America,” Mr. Hormats 
said. “They have a greater in- 
terest in the Uruguay Round (of 
GATT trade talks) than before 
NAFTA.” 

Europe is breaking down its own 
barriers in creating a single mar- 
ket and Japan — the economic 
leader in the Far East — is the de 
facto head of the Pacific region. 

There are blocs large and 
small — the Mercosur ia 'South 
America, the bloc of the former 
Soviet republics, even a zone in 
Central America. 

One economist at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Boston, Nor- 
man Fieleke, counted 23 trading 
pacts around the world with 119 
member nations. 

But the big three — North 
America, Europe and Asia — 
will set the pace. As they create 
blocs, tension is rising with the 
overall trading system. 


talks under the General Agree- 
ment- on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) that have dragged on 
since 1986. 

The United States was at the 
core of the system created in 1948 
— the strongest economy in the 
world that helped others rebuild 
in the aftermath of World War n. 

But as the cold war ended and 
economic competition between 
Germany, Japan and the United 
States increased, cracks have 
appeared in the once-steady post- 
war alliance. 

Washington no longer calls the 
shots as it did for nearly three 
decades. Europe, Japan and the 
United States bicker over farm 
subsidies, car parts and computer 
chips. 

Each nation is turning to a 
regional bloc to buttress its eco- 
nomic position, despite the diffi- 
culties that arise in linking up 
with neighbours. 

In the most recent example, 
the United States, Mexico and 
Canada shook hands last week on 
a north American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) that prop- 
onents said would create the 
world's largest trading zone. 

'“There is the risk that this 
might backfire and the reaction of 


India’s reform drive seen flagging 


NEW DELHI (R) — Beset by a 
billioD-doliar financial scandal 
and frustrated by politicians and 
bureaucrats, Indian Prime Minis- 
ter Narasunha Rao’s economic 
reforms are losing steam, eco- 
nomists and officials say. 

Over the past year, India has 
axed the “licence raj”, the maze 
of regulations that governed the 
state-dominated economy, and 
in the process ditched the pur- 
suit of Fabian socialism. 

But Mr. Rao has been notably 
less successful in tackling reforms 
that might annoy special interest 
groups. “Right now the reform 
effort is in the balance," one 
Western diplomat said. 

Mr. Rao’s government has still 
not come up with an “exit poli- 
cy”, allowing firms that don’t 
make money to go out of busi- 
ness, after saying it would be 
ready by last December. 

Organised labour opposes any 
move that might cost jobs. But 
foreign investors are wary of in- 
vesting in a country that does not 
allow them to pull oiit if a project 
fails, diplomats say. 

India’s tentative moves towards 
privatisation have also stalled. 
Mr. Rao said last week that he 
would bow to demands from 
opposition parties as well his own 
Congress Party to suspend his 
partial privatisation of state-run 
industries. 

Some members of parliament 
said the government had under- 
priced 30 bilhon rupees ($1.1 


billion) worth of shares from 29 
stare-owned firms ir soJd to banks 
and mutual funds last year as part 
of India’s first go at privatisation. 

They said the cheap shares had 
contributed to the 31 billion 
rupee ($1.2 billion) stocks and 
securities scam that has rocked 
India's financial markets to their 
foundations. 

The scandal, in which bank 
officials colluded with stockbrok- 
ers to divert government bonds 
into the then booming Bombay 
bourse, has already claimed one 
of the driving figures behind the 
reforms — Commerce Minister 
P. Chidambaram. 

Mr. Chidambaram, a Harvard 
University business graduate, res- 
igned after disclosing he had in- 
vested in a financial investment 
company linked to the scandal. 

Finance ministry officials say 
the probe into the scandal will 
delay proposed reforms of the 
financial system, 90 per cent of 
whose assets are owned by state- 
owned institutions. 

The reforms, recommended by 
an official commission earlier this 
year, would allow private and 
foreign banks much more scope 
for doing business in India. They 
are opposed by bureaucrats and 
leftist trade unions. 

Approved foreign investment 
shot up to more than $700 million 
in the year since July 1991 when 
India said foreign firms could 
take a majority stake in joint 
ventures. It was a paltry $75 


SEEK ACCOMMODATION 

American doctoral student seeks housing with students or 
family. Willing to tutor in English. 

Telephone 667171 Ext 226. 

Ask for John Lee Holmes. Thanks. 


Please Keep 
This Number 

628101 

1. We buy used furniture and electrical appliances of various 
kinds. 

2. We exchange old home electrical appliances with new ones. 

3. We buy used cars (customs duty paid or unpaid). 

From 11-8:30 Mr. OSAMA 


-CAR FOR SALE. 


Peugeot, Station-wagon, 1989. Duty unpaid. 
Good condition. 

JD6.500 

For more information and viewing, 
please call: 

the British Embassy (tel: 823100 
between .9:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. (Sunday 
to Thursday). 


FOR RENT 


Area 320 square metres. Consists of three 
bedrooms, maid room and washing room, four 
bathrooms and large living room. 

Location: Sweifiyeh. 

Please call tel. 810362 


WE BUY AND SELL 
USED FURNITURE 

Al DAISAQ GALLERY 

Mecca Street, Um Al Simmaq. 
Tel . 823940 


million in fiscal year 1990/91 
fApril-Mareh). 

How mudi of that money will 
actually materialise once com- 
panies start pushing their projects 
through the bureaucratic maze is 
not dear. 

Motorola, whicb wanted to in- 
vest $1.4 billion in the next de- 
cade, has complained about de- 
lays in getting its projeers 
approved and announced it will 
move some investments ta China. 

In a letter to Mr. Rao, Indo- 
Japan Joint Business Council 
Chairman Bharat Ram said the 
big Japanese firms feared a slow- 
down in the reform programme. 

One reason the reform drive 
may be flagging is the economy is 
no longer in the mess it was a year 
ago, economists say. 

When Mr. Rao, 71, took office 
in June 1991 after a traumatic 
election that saw the assassina- 
tion of former prime minister 
Rajiv Gandhi, the country stood 
on the brink of default on its $74 
billion debt and inflation was 
stuck in double digits. 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) bailed out the coun- 


try with S2.2 billion in stand-by 
credits accompanied by a long list 
of conditions for fiscal reform. 

Foreign exchange reserves are 
now a comfortable $6 billion, 
though businessmen say most of 
the money is borrowed. Inflation 
has eased to annual rate of 9.1 
per cent against 16 per cent a year 
ago. 

industrial production showed 
4.0 per cent growth in April after 
registering no growth in the 1991/ 
92 year (Aprii-March), and a 
good monsoon raises hopes for 
bumper crops. 

It could be up to the IMF to 
keep the reform fires burning. 

Delhi's decision to ask the IMF 
to convert the present 18-month 
standby credit into a medium- 
term loan means India will have 
to stay the reform course, an 
international economist said. 

An IMF programme stretched 
over several years would demand 
that India adhere to a timetable 
to cut subsidies, come up with an 
exit policy, continue privatisation 
and bring down the budget de- 
ficit, he said. 


For Rent 

New First Floor Flat 

Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, central heating. 

Location: Um Sumaq, Abdallah Ghosheh Str. 

Annual rentJD 6,000 

Call: 636102 (8 ajn-2 p.m.) and P2/21M16 (2 p.m.-1Q p.m.) 


CAR FOR SALE 

A 1992 Mercury Grand Marquis LS style, fully equipped, 
13000 kilometres, colour white. 

For more Information and details please call 
649217 Amman - Jordan 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid, 1987, Nissan Blue Bird 2.0 SLX goldish grey, 
full power, AM. FM stereo, electrical windows, sunroof, 
central lock, heating system seats, alarm lamp system. 

Please call 660745/6 between 8:30 a.m. until 16:00 
hrs. for more information. 


I Urgently 

r I ’ live with a small Family { 
JL kJ to speak good English. \ 
|! For more information please call ~ 
847138, after 4:30pm 686187 


Abdul Rahman Fayez Abu Khalaf 
Commercial Company 

Announces a big sale on all German-made women's clothes: 

☆ Women's dress JD 15 Big sale continuing until 

☆ Women's skirts JD 7 August 31, now that we 

☆ Women's shirt JD 6 received a new assortment 

a 10 per cent discount on all sales 

Wholesale and retail 

Amman, Madi Building, King Faisal Streetjel.: 628274 



International Community School 

P.O. Box 2002, Khlda 

The International Community School is seeking to appoint 
a part-time teacher of French language for pupils aged 
between 7 & 11 years for the coming academic year, 

Anyone interested In applying for this position 
please telephone the School for more details and 
an appointment Telephone: 841070 Fax: 647109 
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Shelling batters Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — Shelling bat- 
tered Sarajevo Saturday, briefly 
closing the.besieged city’s airport, 
after many residents were forced 
to spend the night in shelters. 

The U.N. Protection Force For 
Yugoslavia (UNPROFOR) said 
the airport — delivery point for 
vital humanitarian supplies for 
the 380,000 people trapped in the 
Bosnian capital — was closed for 
half an hour in mid-morning be- 
cause of mortar fire in the vicin- 
ity. Artillery could also be heard. 

The airport is caught in the 
crossfire line between Serb and 
Muslim gunners who have been 
battling each other for control of 
the city for almost five months. 

But an UNPROFOR spokes- 
man said planes were later able to 
land and take off again if they 
chose to. 

Overnight shelling was heavy 
in the old town centre and set 
ablaze buildings including the 
offices of the Bosnian newspaper 
Oslododjenje. The Kosevo Hos- 
pital, damaged in earlier bouts of 
fighting, was bit again several 
times. 

There was no word on casual- 1 
ties in the lastest flare-up which 
dims hopes for a peace break- 
through at an international con- 
ference on Yugoslavia opening in 
London next Wednesday. 

More than 8,000 people have 
been killed and almost two mil- 
lion displaced in- four months of 
conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
where Muslims and Croats are 
battling Serb forces opposed to 
the republic’s independence 
from Yugoslavia. 

Bosnian government sources 


suggested that the Muslims might 
be launching an offensive in a bid 
to break out of encircled Sarajevo 
with the help of Croat forces. 

Serb sources in the city’s Serb 
district of Hidza played down the 
possibility but said they were 
attacked in the night at several 
points. Bidza itself was bit by 83 
mortar bombs, with one Serb 
fighter tailed and one wounded, 
they said. 

Serbs also said they were 
attacked in the Nodarid district 
by Bosnians who broke through 
Serb lines but were finally re- 
pulsed. They claimed 10 Muslims 
were killed and 20 wounded. This 
could not be independently con- 
firmed. 

The Serb officer in charge at 
Hidza said: “We could fight har- 
der but our politidans tell us only 
to defend ourselves.” 

At least five people were 
wounded by overnight shelling in 
Dobrinja, on the outskirts of 
Sarajevo, and mortar bombs fell 
m the suburbs of Stop and Vogos- 
ca. Street fighting flared in the 
Hrasno district. 

On Friday, four people were 
killed and at least 23 wounded in 
the heaviest bombardment of 
Sarajevo in a month as fighting 
picked up elsewhere in the for- 
mer Yugoslav republic. 

Five mortar bombs crashed be- 
tween the Bosnian government 
building, which was ablaze from 
earlier fierce fighting, and the 
city’s central market. 

Fighting was also intense Fri- 
day at Bihac in northwest Bosnia 
and at Bosanski Samac, Derven- 
ta, Odzak and Modrica, all in a 


Serb-held northern enclave near 
the republic’s river border with 
Croatia. 

The warring sides are 
approaching the London talks 
with different priorities. All fac- 
tions plan to attend including 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

Bosnia wants help to stop the 
conflict. Rump, Yugoslavia — 
Serbia and Montenegro — wants 
to avoid being put on trial by the 
international community as chief 
culprit 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic says he will insist at the 
conference on a confederative 
set-up of future Bosnia. 

He also says he is prepared to 
swap some parts of Bosnia for 
peace. The minority Serbs have 
taken 70 per cent of Bosnian 
territory. 

Acting U.S. Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagleburger warned 
that there was a "very great likeli- 
hood” the bloody conflict would 
spread. He appeared to have 
Serbia’s southern province of 
Kosovo in mind. 

In London the independent 
newspaper reported that U.N. 
officials believe Muslim fighters 
in Bosnia may have staged some 
“Serb” attacks an Sarajevo in a 
(rioy aimed at winning interna- 
tional sympathy. 

The Independent said secret 
reports circulating at tire United 
Nations suggested Muslim defen- 
ders of Sarajevo may have carried 
out attacks designed to look like 
the work of Bosnian Serbs. 

These included the bombing of 
a bread queue in May which 
tailed at least 16 people and 


explosions at a cemetery on Aug. 
4 where orphan victims of the war 
were being buried. 

Officials also believed that the 
sniper’s bullet which killed a U.S. 
television producer, David Ka- 
plan, near Sarajevo this month 
was unlikely to have come from 
distant Serb positions, the Inde- 
pendent said. 

Meanwhile, over one thousand 
Muslims from the United States 
and the Islamic World rallied 
outside the White House to pro- 
test Serbian aggression against 
Bosnian Muslims and call for 
Western military intervention. 

“As concerned Muslims we 
have a duty to ... raise our voices 
in outrage at the atrocities that 
are being perpetrated against in- 
nocent people in Bosnia,” Zaid 
Shakir, from the Masjid AJ Islam 
in New Haven, Connecticut, told 
the crowd assembled at Lafayette 
Park, across from the White 
House. 

“We are here to show solidar- 
ity for those Muslims suffering” 
in Bosnia, Siraj Wahaj, the imam 
from the Islamic Centre in 
Brooklyn, New York, said. 

After taking part in afternoon 
prayers and listening to a series of 
speeches, the rally was to con- 
tinue outside the State Depart- 
ment, Mr. Shakir said. A similar 
rally of about 3.000 people took 
place in front of the United Na- 
tions headquarters building in 
New York City on Aug. 18, 
Imam Wahaj said. 

At the White House rally, par- 
ticipants, including children, car- 
ried placards and posters calling 
for an end to “the killing in 
Bosnia.” 


Canada unity talks agree on 
power-sharing with Ottawa 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada’s poli- 
tical leaders agreed Friday to a 
major shift of federal powers to 
the ten provinces in a move to 
meet French-speaking Quebec’s 
demands for more autonomy. 

The power-sharing agreement, 
reached on the fourth day of 
national unity negotiations, will 
gjve provincial governments ex- 
clusive control over mining, fore- 
stry, tourism, housing, recreation 
and urban affairs. 

It also curbs federal spending 
power over culture, immigration, 
telecommunications, regional de- 
velopment and manpower 
training. 

“We have an agreement in 
principle on the question of the 
division of powers," Prime Minis- 
ter Brian Mulroney told a news 
conference. 

“The traditional requests of 
Quebec premiers over 30 years 
find their reflection here today ... 
almost all have been achieved,” 
Mr. Mulroney said. 

The plan to renew Canada's 
125-year federal system is part of 
a package of reforms aimed at 
convincing Quebec to sign the 
1982 constitution and avert a 
separatist threat. 

“It is less than we hoped for, 
but compared to what Quebec 
got in the past it is a very real 
progress,” Quebec Premier 
Robert Bourassa told reporters. 

Quebeckers could vote to be- 
come a sovereign nation in a 
referendum scheduled for Octo- 
ber that has prompted the rest of 
the country to bring months of 
negotiations to a dose. 


So far, English-speaking Cana- 
da has agreed to grant Quebec: 

— Recognition as a distinct 
society within Canada 

— A veto over future change to 
federal institutions 

— A guarantee of at least 25 
per cent of the seats in the House 
of Commons: 

— An indirect veto in the 
Senate over matters of French 
language and cutlure matters 
and. 

— Entrenchment in the con- 
stitution of its right to three out of 
nine of the Supreme Court jus- 
tices 

Mr. Bourassa said control over 
spending on manpower training 
alone represented a transfer of 
-1 billion Canadian dollars 
to Quebec, along with 4,000 civil 
servant’s jobs. Quebec had de- 
manded but did not get-control 
over unemployment insurance. 

He said Quebec's territorial 
integrity was secured in an accord 
on aboriginal self-rule and an 
agreement on an elected, eqpal- 
seat Senate demanded by western 
Canada was acceptable because 
Quebec had increased its political 
weight in the House of Com- 
mons. 

Mr. Bourassa expected to have 
no trouble seflmg the package to j 
his Quebec Liberal Party, despite 4 
falling short of its 22-point consti- 
tutional platform drawn up by 
lawyer Jean Allaire. 

“By and large, what Mr. 
Allaire would leave Ottawa 
would be Her Majesty the Queen 
and the national debt.” Mr. Mul- 
roney said. 


More blushes as Fergie 
becomes pin-up girl 


LONDON (R) — Duchess “Fer- 
gie," disgraced wife of Prince 
Andrew, suffered the ultimate 
humiliation Saturday when Bri- 
tain’s best-selling tabloid news- 
paper made her its pin-up girl for 
the day. 

It was yet more embarrassment 
for the Duchess of York and the 
royal family as photographs of 
her holiday frolics with an Amer- 
ican financier continued to cap- 
ture Britain's imagination &nd 
fuelled calls for a review of the 
monarchy. 

The tabloid press pulled out all 
the stops for the third day's 
coverage of the furore, with the 
Daily Minor devoting almost an 
entire issue to the subject and its 
arch rival the son producing a 
souvenir poster of a topless 
Fergie. 

Ike sun also gave a picture of. 
the Duchess of York, 32, pride of 
place in its infamous pin-up sec- 
tion on page three, usually graced 
by professional topless mock: Is. 

This particular shot was only a 
photomontage, in which the head 
of the Duchess was superimposed 
on the body of a shapely model, 
but it signified the ultimate come- 
down for a prince’s wife who is 
formally addressed as “your royal 
highness.” 

The Daily Mirror produced a 
new photograph of Fergie wear- 
ing' a swinsuit and balancing a 
flower pot on her head. 

The duchess, formerly Sarah 
Ferguson, was in seclusion as 
reporters laid siege to her refuge 
at Queen Elizabeth’s Balmoral 


Castle in Scotland eager for any 
sign of a flight into exile. 

Some reports Thursday ev-. 
had her leaving the estate for i 
uncertain future abroad, but 
later turned out she was probably 
still inside and had only ventured 
out for a picnic. 

Even die Independent news- 
paper — which usually gives short 
shrift to royal stories — found 
room on its front page for a 
tight-hearted discussion of die 
scandal under die headline “read- 
ers cannot get enough of a royal 
romp." 

On a more serious note, the 
newspaper is calling for the 
monarchy to be streamlined to 
restrict public duties, and state 
payments, to the sovereign and 
the heir to the throne. 

It was joined Saturday by a 
critical chorus of other newspapers 
calling: for the duchess to be sert 
packing and for the Gvil List, the 
taxpayers’ contribution to royal 
expenses, to be revised. 

The Times commissioned a poll 
which found that 53 per cent of 
Britons think the media was 
wrong to print the revealing 
photographs, which were taken 
unbeoown to the duchess with a 
telephoto lens. 

The Daily Star sent a reporter 
to York, fee town in northern 
England from which the duchess 
derives her title, to find out what 
the locals thought about fee 
goings-on. Two thirds of the 150 
people questioned said the Duch- 
ess of York should be demoted 
back to commoner status, fee 
newspaper said. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


17 killed in Ukrainian mine blast 

DONETSK, Ukraine (AP) — A series of methane gas explosions 
in a Ukrainian coal mine killed two miners and 15 rescue workers, 
a government official said Saturday. More than 10 others were 
injured. The explosions occurred Friday when dangerously high 
levels of methane were released after miners tried to blast part of 
the Skochi risky Mine in Donetsk in southeastern Ukraine, said an 
investigator for the city prosecutor’s office. Eleven rescue 
workers called to the mine after the methane escaped and two 
miners, including the mine’s deputy head engineer, became 
trapped and were killed almost immediately by the first explosion , 
the investigator said. He spoke on condition of anonymity. Three 
more rescue workers were killed in a second explosion after some 
100 metres of roof collapsed as they tried to help the first victims, 
the ITAR-TASS News Agency reported. It said a total of 16 
people bad been killed in fee accident. Another rescue worker 
was killed later, but the circumstances surrounding his death were 
unclear, the investigator said. 

Deng Xiaoping turns 88 

PEKING (R) — Deng Xiaoping turned 88 Saturday, frail and 
growing deaf, but having lost none of his appetite for political . 
battle that has made him one of the 20th century’s most 
extraordinary leaders. The birthday of China’s paramount leader 
went completely unmarked in the national media in line with 
Communist Party policy, which since fee days of Chairman Mao 
Tsetung has barred the promotion of any cult of personality. Most 
Chinese pec pie were probably unaware that the man who still 
largely determines the destiny of one fifth of the world's 
population had passed another milestone in his life. Mi Deng 
walks with shaky steps and strains to catch comments spoken in 
stage whispers in his ear, but he turns 88 in the thick of a political 
fray that may be the most important battle of his roller-coaster 
career feat has seen him bounce back twice from national 
disgrace. This year the Communist Party bolds a crucial congress 
during which Deng will be fighting to ensure that a new 
generation of leaders is put in place to cany forward his plan for 
economic reform after he dies. 


France, Germany agree on waste dispute 

PARIS (AP) — Garbage piled up in German cities due to a 
French blockade on imported trash, as environment ministers 
from the two countries agreed Friday to halt “garbage tourism” 
'and ensure each nation deals with its own waste. The daylong 
meeting between Segolene Royal of France and Klaus Toepfer of 
Germany was aimed at defusing French public outcry that 
Germany is using France as a dumping ground for dangerous 
waste. The pair formed a working group charged with studying 
fee consequences of France's ban on German waste, which took 
effect this week and is causing a garbage crisis in some German 
cities. The group’s report is due Aug. 31. Mr. Toepfer and Mrs. 
Royal told reporters that they agreed feat waste should be 
disposed of near its point of origin. They said that German and 
French customs and police will share information to stop illegal 
traffic in garbage. 


Taiwan 
to break 
ties with . 

S. Korea 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan said 
Saturday it will break diplomatic 
relations wife South Korea when 
Seoul establishes official ties wife 
China. 

Taiwan's Foreign Minister 
Fredrick Chien said Taipei would 
also cancel all trade privileges 
extended to Seoul and suspend a 
bilateral agreement covering air 
links .with its last formal diploma- 
tic ally in Asia. 

Mr. Chien said South Korea's 
foreign minister had informed 
Taiwan’s ambassador there feat 
Seoul and Peking would establish 
diplomatic relations Monday. 

“We are expressing the 
strongest dissatisfaction and an- 
ger towards South Korea,” Mr. 
Chien, visibly angry, told a news 
conference. 

“The government of (South 
Korean President) Rob Tae-Woo 
has violated our trust and tram- 
pled on international justice.” 
South Korea and China formal- 
ly acknowledged for the first time 
earlier Saturday that diplomatic 
ties were Imminent. They said 
South Korea's foreign minister 
would leave for Peking Sunday to 
discuss normalisation. 

A South Korean Foreign 
Ministry official said the two sides 
were expected to sign a protocol 
Monday, and Seoul would break 
relations with Taipei in keeping 
with Peking's “one-China” 
policy. 

China fought alongside North 
Korea in the 1950-53 Korean War 
but its economic ties wife fee 
South have grown rapidly in re- 
cent years and Seoul wants Pek- 
ing’s aid in its confrontation wife 
Pyongyang. 

State radio in Taiwan said feat 
Taipei’s decision to announce the 
break in relations before South 
Korea switched recognition was 
made “to protect our country’s 
honour." Earlier, it said the 
switch would be Taiwan's worst 
diplomatic setback since 
Washington switched recognition 
to Peking in 1979. 

As a result Taiwan will have 
diplomatic ties with only 29 states 
because of its rivalry wife China, 
which has claimed sovereignty 
over fee island since the end of 
fee Chinese Civil War in 1949. 

Taiwanese Foreign. . Ministry 
officials said after Mr. Chien’s 
statement that fee trade pri- 
vileges, which include low tariffs 
on some goods, were revoked 
with effect from Saturday. 

An agreement allowing two 
Taiwanese and two South Korean 
airlines to fly between Taipei and 
Seoul will be suspended from 
Sept. 15, though a new pact might 
be negotiated eventually, they 
said. Foreign airlines flying the 
route will not be affected. 

South Korea accounts for ab- 
out 2.4 per cent of Taiwan's 
foreign trade. Economists said 
earlier that a suspension of trade 
privileges might have a major 
impact on imports of some Ko- 
rean goods sudi as petrochemic- 
als, but fee overall damage to 
trade was expected to be limited. 

Mr. Chien said Chinese troops 
had killed tens of thousands of 
Koreans during the Korean War 
and Taiwan had been a faithful 
ally of Seoul in its struggle against 
communism since then. 

He said South Korea had 
agreed with Pelting to hand over 
fee site of Taiwan’s embassy in 
Seoul to China. Taiwan owns the • 
rite, estimated to be worth more 
than $250 million, but China 
claims it as the property of the 
Chinese people. 

Mr. Chien urged Taiwanese 
not to take “emotional actions” 
against Korean residents in 
Taiwan, saying Seoul’s decision 
to switch recognition was made 
by a small group of people. 



Soon-Yi Previn (left) wife ha* mother actress Mia Farrow 

Allen has no moral dilemma 
dating Farrow’s daughter 


NEW YORK (R) — Woody 
Alien said in an interview he saw 
no problem with becoming 
romantically involved wife die 
21-year-old adopted daughter of 
longtime companion Mia Farrow. 

“I didn’t feel that just because 
rile was Mia’s daughter, there 
was any great moral dilemma,” 
the 56-year-old filmmaker told 
Thne magazine. “It was a fact, 
but not one of any great import. 
It wasn't like she was my 
daughter.” 

The interview will appear m 
the magazine’s Agu. 31 issue. 

Allen told Time he “was not a 
father in any sense of the word” 
to Farrow’s adopted children. He 
also denied allegations that he 
molested his 7-year-old adopted 
daughter, Dylan. 

“i have not molested my 
daughter, nor would I ever,” 
Allen said. Two weeks ago, “I 
came in the mid-afternoon for a 
visit. Allegedly 1 took her in fee 
attic, according to what the Child 
Protection Agency told me was 
the allegation, and did unspeak- 
able things to her. 

“But nothing at all happened. 
Nothing. In light years I wouldn’t 
go into an attic. I wouldn’t even 
know bow to find Mia's attic. I 
am a famous claustrophobic. And 
I would not molest my daughter.” 

He acknowledged taking node 
pictures of Soon-Yi Previn, the 
daughter of Miss Farrow, 47, and 
former husband Andre Previn. 
Allen said this week he and Miss 
Previn are romantically involved. 

Allen said Miss Previn asked 
him to take fee photographs. 

“At this time we had an inti- 
mate relationship, so I said, sure, 
and I did. It was just a lark of a 
moment,” Allen said. 

Farrow and Allen have been in 
contact through the phone, Allen 
said. He said Farrow called him 


five times Friday and asked if 
they could stop “this grotesque 
publicity circus?” 

“And I said, you have hired a 
lawyer, you’re parading relatives 
and tiie kids on television, you 
leaked this videotape of Dylan 
unconscionably. She said, can’t 
we negotiate this?,” Allen said. 

“And I said, first you must 
dear' my name unequivocally. 
And if you do that and we can 
agxee to give Dylan some real 
therapy to get' over the dreadful 
scars of this thing, and I part 
supervisor of that therapy, then 
OK we can talk and see if there's 
a way of toning things down.” 

Meanwhile Farrow has told her 
adopted daughter that she still 
loves her despite her affair wife 
Allen, fee New York Post said 
Friday. 

“1 told her that I have prayed 
that she would make wise deri- 
sions,” Farrow told the Post. 

“I said feat no matter what she 
derides, 1 still love her very 
much. I will always love her. I 
don’t blame her for tins.” 

The newspaper said Farrow 
contacted Mia Previn Wednesday 
at Rider College in New Jersey 
where she is taking a summer 
course- 

“Soon-YTs my child. I love her 
with all my heart. I was happy to 
know riie was safe. Fm absolutely 
committed to her. I wish she 
would conus hrape,” Farrow said. 

The Post said Thursday Farrow 
learned of Miss Previn’s affair 
with Allen earlier tins summer 
and told her to choose between 
the family and Alien. Miss Previn 
chose Allen, the newspaper said, 
and fee family had had little 
contact wife her since. 

In tiie Post interview, Farrow 
refused, to discuss an investigation 
by Connecticut police into allega- 
tions that Allen molested his 
seven-year-old daughter. 


Bonn interested in permanent 
U.N. Security Council seat 


BONN (R) — Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel suggested Saturday 
feat Germany would seek a 
permanent seat on the United 
Nations Security Council, Bonn’s 
strongest claim yet to a greater 
U.N. role since German unity in 
1990. 

Mr. Kinkel said in a newspaper 
interview that Bonn would “pur- 
sue German interests” if Japan 
sought a permanent place on the 
Security Grand. 

“If Tokyo seeks a seat, then we 
will join in the discussion,” Mr. 
Kmkel told the weekly Web Am Soontag 
in an interview released ahead of 
publication Sunday. 

Mr. Kinkel fed not directly say 
Germany wanted a seat alongside 
the five permanent Council mem- 


bers — 

China, Britain and France. 

But Mr. Kmkel’s comments 
capped a gradual shift in German 
policy in recent months, away 
from a time when Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl denied any interest 
m joining the five standing Coun- 
cil powers. 

Mr. Kinkel ’s carefully phrased 
comments in response to ques- 
tions about a possible Security 
Council seat reflected Bonn’s tra- 
ditional .reticence on the. issue. 

But Genian officials who de- 
fined to be named said Bonn was 

likely to stake a claim to a perma- 
nent seat if other countries laun- 
ched a discussion over reforming 
fee make-up of the Security 
Council. J 


Bush faces tough choice: Bash Clinton or hit on issues 


HOUSTON (R) — President 
George Bush’s scathing speech 
accepting the Republican 
nomination signals an aggressive 
strategy of making Americans 
tremble at fee thought of Bill 
Clinton as president. 

Mr. Bush’s predicament is that 
he and his predecessor Ronald 
Reagan have been in charge for 
12 years now, yet want so blame 
for the economic woes that hap- 
pened on the watch of the two 
Republican presidents. 

Instead Mr. Bush deplores tiie 
woes in his campaign rhetoric, as 
if he had just arrival on the plant 
from another solar system. 

It is somehow the fruit of the 
Democrats in Congress that his 
administration has never submit- 
ted a balanced budget or that he 
accepted a budget agreement feat 
included a tax increase, or that 
drag abuse, divorce and violent 
crime remain widespread despite 
a 12-year Republican assault 

And h is somehow Mr. Clin- 
ton, the Democratic nominee, or 
his wife HUIajy, who are to blame 
for fee nation’s lack of morals 


and the endangered statu* of the 
traditional nuclear family. 

Were Mr. Ctinton a perfect 
candidate, Mr. Bush’s derision to 
focus on bashing Mr. Ctinton 
rather than levelling with voters 
would surely be a Using strategy. 

But Mr. Clinton admits he is 
anything but perfect, having 
overcome extraordinary obstacles 
to win tiie Democratic nomina- 
tion. 

One of bis foiled rivals for the 
nomination, former California 
Governor Jerry Brown, dubbed 
him “tire prince of sleaze” during 
tiie primary campaign. 

Another, Nebraska Senator 
Bob Kerrey, predicted fee Re- 
publicans would open linn up in 
tiie fall campaign “like a soft 
peanut” because of ills avoidance 
of military service during fee 

Vietnam War. 

• 

Poring the New York primary, 
asked whether he had ever used 
illegal drugs, Mr. Clinton initially 
said he had never broken any 
U.S. or state law. Then, when 
asked whether be had violated 
international law, he acknow- 


ledged experimenting wife mari- 
juana while a Rhodes scholar in 
Britain. 

And that is why jt is tough to 
fault Mr. Bush for Ins decision to 
dwell on fee negative: Mr. Clin- 
ton has raised questions about 
himself on many issues that 
Americans are deeply concerned 
about. 

But no politicians » perfect, 
including Mr. Bush. 

And unlike Mr. Bush, Mr. 
Clinton has at least straightfor- 
wardly told voters feat ft they - 
want a perfect candidate, they 
should simply vote for fee other " 

g»y- 

Voters knew this when they 
handed Mr. Clinton the Demo- 
era tic nomination, presumably . 
based on his stand on fee issues 
and on his cmapaign skills. 

The Bush campaign, on fee- 
other hand, has conceded no- 
thing, instead focusing almost ex- 
clusively on "g Clinton and 
on moral appeals. 

“The characte r issue always is 
fee essential issue,” Bush cam- 
paign chairman Robert Teeter 


said Thursday. “That’s tiie real 
issue,” he said, saying polls 
showed that voters wanted in- 
formation on the candidates' 
fomfly value to help them make 
up their minds. 

Meanwhile, President Bush 
had a message to America about 
his tax increase of 1990: Sorry 
about that. 

“Two years ago, I made a bad 
call on the Democrats’ tax in- 
crease ... well, it was a mistake,” 
he told thousands of applauding 
Republicans m accepting his/ 1 
nomination for a second termi-C- 
Mr. Bush made “read iny^^s-.' 
— no new taxes” the -central 
theme of his 1988 campaign. . - 
Yet less than two years later, 
he agreed to a tax increase iifa 


b°dgpt deal with the Democratic- formed sinner to Democrat 

z' . . 


controlled Congress. 

Under the deal Mr. Bush got 
Con gress to agree to a ceiling cn 
defence and domestic spending, 
and that any defence cuts be 
applied to reducing the country’s 
badger deficit. 

“With my back against tire 
wall, I agreed to a hard bargain: 
One tax increase, one time, m 


return for fee toughest spending 
Innits ever,” he said. 

But conservatives were in- 
censed, and their anger is costing 
votes to the president. 

After insisting the deal was a 
good one because of the spending 
rap*^ Mf- Bpsh knuckled under 
to the right and repudiated fee 
taxmmse several months ago. ■ 
-Un Thursday night he apofo- 
for it at the. Republican 
^^ conventiori in the Wife- 
setting of fee Homm 
with tiie eyes of 
America matchmg on,^ 

. “When it come* to taxes, I’ve 
framed tiie hard way ” be said 

son between himself as a re- 

Bill 
would 



Cfinton.. who . he said wan io 

raise texts on Amer- 
nans jnth no sense of guflt 
<fo you trust 


“Who 


election? The candidate 


in this 
who 


raoed taxes and fees l28 times 
and^en joyed ft every time?" he 


King rat-killer 
sues over 
poison-pen letter 

PEKING (R) — China’s self, 
proclaimed “king of the rat-kil- 
lers” has filed a libel suit against a 
senior government scientist who 
said his famous lethal potion was 
no good, the official Legal Daily 

reported. Qiu Man tun claimed 

fee title thanks to his “Dr. Qia’s 
rat-luring potion”, said to be able 
to entice rodents out of their 
boles even in broad daylight. The 
potion has received numerous 
national awards. In a suit filed in 
Peking on Aug. 12, Dr. Qiu 
accused the scientist of ruining his 
reputation by publishing an arti- 
cle attacking fee potion. 

Aussie ‘layabouts’ 

outworking 

Japanese 

HONG KONG (R) — Austra- 
lians, derided by some Asians as 
beer-swilling layabouts, work 
longer hours than the legendary 
workaholics in Japan, a survey 
said, lire survey of Far Eastern 
Economic Review magazine 
readers in 10 Asia-Pacific nations 
shows Australian respondents 
spent an average 9.5 hours a day 
working and commuting com- 
pared 9.3 hours for Japanese. 
Earlier this year the review ran a 
cover picture of drunken Austra- 
lians stripped to the waist. The 
photograph accompanied articles 
describing the country's econo- 
mic decline in tire middle of an 
Asian boom. 

Philippines sniffs 
out garlic 
smuggling attempt 

MANILA (R) — The Philippine 
Coast Guard followed its nose 
and seized a Panamanian-reg- 
istered cargo ship, arresting its 
crew for trying to smuggle garlic 
into fee country without paying 
duty, a Coast Guard spokesman 
said. Coast Guard Lieutenant- 
Commander Amado Samante 
said fee garlic was seized from the 
Palau Luna, anchored off Puerto 
Galera m central Mindoro Island. 
The ship was carrying 10,000 
sacks of Taiwanese garlic valued 
at five million pesos ($20,000), be 
said. Com. Samante said the 
Coast Guard arrested the ship’s 
skipper, eight crew members and 
six civilians who were aboard the 
ship. 

Indonesian farmer 
beheads rebel after 
feeding him 

JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia has 
rewarded a farmer who gave food 
and a bed to a suspected guerrilla 
before beheading him as he slept, 
fee official Antara News Agency 
said. It said Binifasius Jarakevt, 
59, accommodated the rebel who 
-arrived at his farm in the remote 
province of Irian Jaya near fee 
border with Papua New Guinea. 
“While the guest was asleep, Mr. 
Binifasius killed and beheaded 
Otim),” the agency said. The gov- 
ernment gave him a four million 
rupiah ($1,965) reward, several 
times fee average annual income 
in the province. 

You start at Eden, 
end up in Heaven 

NASHVILLE, Tenn (AP) — 
You start at fee Garden of Eden. 

get past the Devil and end up in 
Heaven when you play at Unde 
Budel’s Miniature Golf Course. 
Along fee way, your ball goes 
into Noah’s Ark, drops into 
Mount Sinai and visits the Tomb 
of Ch rist. At this miniature golf 
course 20 minutes south of down- 
town Nashville, the windmills and 
water hazards of traditional lay- 
outs have been replaced by obsta- 
cles representing Bible stories. 
Ine 35 holes under spreading 
mapte trees are called “fee love 
fotu « Not satisfied wife just 
those holes, owner Howard 
Qande added another 15 that 
have obstacles symbolic of coun- 
ty music performers. “I wanted 
rt to be unique ” fee slender 
j^year-old businessman said as 
he showed off fee course he 
started in 1989. On the second 
balls disappear into the bole 
wife the devfl pictured above it 
torn come out of a bole wife a red 
I* 085 painted nearby. “See. yon 
the devil,” Mr. Claude said. 
Later, you putt into Noah’s Ark, 
go past a pharaoh and walk on a 

carpet re^esenting fee 

M &** into 

Mount Sinai on the sixth hole and . 
psdown 10 steps representing 
tar commandments. The 10th 
hole is “Christmas corner,” and 
yon putt down into a manger 

I had a baby Jesus but 
®°®®®hestole ft,” Mr. Claude 
^tocredulonsly. The 14fe hole 
fee tomb of Christ, 
jjSj* °f a camper truck top, 
to symbol- 
ic Easter and new life. 




